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| Army—general order No. 47, promotions, appost 


| arrived at Boston on the 19th inst. in 153 days from 


teresting and important; the intelligence taken out 


| great astonishment, and gave rise to many con- 


‘ foreign affairs. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
The Cunard steamer Columbia, captain Judkins, 


Liverpool, bringing papers as late as the 4th from 


that place. 
The news brought by the Columbia is highly in- 


by the Britannia had created a great deal of alarm 
amongst the friends of peace; and at the stock ex- 
change consols immediately fell, in consequence of 
the decision of the supreme court not to liberate 
McLeod. 

The commercial news is bad. ‘Trade was inde- 
scribably dull in all the manufacturing districts. 
Cotton had declined 3d. per Ib. Several heavy 
failures had taken place; a great many workmen 
were out of employ, and serious distufbanees were 
apprehended unless relief should come from some 

uarter. 

' A complete list of the new parliament gives 292 
liberals and 358 toricvs, making together 660. But 
this does not agree with other accounts—the Morn- 
ing Post claims a tory gain of 82. But the Spec- 
tator shows a gain of 75 ta the tories and 38 liberals, 
giving a balance of 40, and counting 80 on a divi- 
sion to the tories. 

Daniel O’Connell is speechifying, keeping up bis 
“hurrah for repeal,’’ and collecting subscriptions in 
Ireland. 

The arrival of another overland mail from In- 
dia with not the least news from China, created 


jectures as to the reason of such an unusual occur- 
rence. 

Great alarm was felt at one time for the crops in 
Great Britain, which, it was supposed would be en- 
tirely destroyed by the continued hot weather; but 
recent accounts state that the crops now promise 
well in all quarters. 

The Britannia steamer arrived out on 29th July, 
making the voyage from Boston, including that to 
Halifax, in 124 days, the shortest yet. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Sir Robert Peel gave a dinner on the 27th ult. at 
Tamworth, to his supporters, and made a long 
speech on the occasion. He declared that he in- 
tended to act upon the declarations which he made 
in 1835, and upon parlicular measures which he 
supported in 1840. He would not state positively 
what he would do if called to the administration 
of affairs, but he intended to be in his place in 
parliament, August 19th, personally to witness the 
— of the appeal which had been made to the peo- 
ple. 

Lord John Russell, the day before his marriage, 
(July 19th) wrote an address to his London consti- 
luents, which appeared in the papers immediately 
after, and caused considerable talk. He says *‘as no 
minister of the crown can stand without the confi- 
dence of the house of commons, our retireinent from 
office will iminediately follow the condemnation of 
our policy.”” 

Meeting of parliament. A general impression ex- 
ists that parliament will meet for the despatch of 
business on the 19th (August), but that is by no 
means certain. The writs are returnable on that 
day, but the meeting of the legislature must be con- 
vened by proclamation, agreed upon by her majesty 
In council, 

The new ministry. The following is given asa 
list of those who it is supposed will constitute the 
hew ministry. 

Sir Robert Peel, first lord of the treasury and 
chancellor of the exchequer. 

Earl of Aberdeen, principal secretary of state for 


Lord Wharncliffe. lord lieutenant of freland. 
Rt. hon. Henry Goldourn, secretary of state for 
the home department. 


Lord Stanley, secretary of state for the colo- 
nies, 

Duke of Wellington, president of council. 

Hon. C. Shaw Lefevre, speaker of the house of 
commons. 

Sir H. Hardynge, secretary for Ireland. 

Duke of Beaufort, lord chamberlain. 

Earl of Liverpool, lord high steward. 

Earl of Jersey, master of horse... 

Lord Lyndhurst, ambassador at Paris. 

_ Markeis, &c. American stocks in London, July 
31.—Maryland fives, 75; New York fives for 1855, 
80; Ohio sixes 87; Tennessee sixes 79; United 
States bank 34. 

Liverpool cotton markets, Monday, August 2.— 
The demand still continues very limited, and the 
prices of the ordinary and middling qualities of 
American have given way fully $d per lIb.; all other 
descriptions too are dull, and have suffered a simi- 
lar depression. The business of the week amounts 
to 20,220 bales, (of which 600 are American and 
200 Surat to speculators, with 2,250 American and 
200 Pernambuco for shipment) and comprise 200 
Sea Island at 13d. to 21d.; 3,060 bowed 53d. to 7éd.; 
4,650 Mobile, Alabama and Tennessee at 54 to 
74d.; 7,250 Orleans 5 to 8d.; 470 Pernambuco, Pa- 
rabia, &c. 8 to. 9d.; 430 Bahia and Maccio 7? to 
84d.; 320 Maranham 6% to 8d.; 1,120 Peruvian 64 
to 83d.; 30 Carthagena 54d.; 510 Egyptian 8} to 
103d. and 2,180 Surat at 3} to 53d. per ib. 

‘ ea Aug. 8. The sales to-day are 1,200 
ales. 

Liverpool markets, Jug. 3. The tobacco market 
has been quiet, and the sales amount only to 50 
hhds. at fair prices. 

Our import list this week shows moderate sup- 
plies of British grain, flour and oatmeal; the re- 
ceipts from Canada are also of trivial amount. Se- 
veral cargoes of foreign wheat have arrived, which 
are for the present entered under bond. A return 
of unfavorable weather since our last giving renew- 
ed activity to the demand for bonded wheat and 
flour, we have again to report considerable transac- 
lions in these articles at advanced rates. 28s. 6d. 
per barrel has been paid for best brands United 
States flour. Holders of free wheat and flour have 
also demanded 2d. to 3d. per bushel, and 6d. to Js. 

er barrel above our last quotations, with which, 
owever, our millers and dealers have reluctantly 
complied. Canadian sweet flour has brought 37s. 
to 38s. per barrel. Quotations—American wheat 
10s. a 10s. 4d.; Canadian 10s. 3d. a 10s. 6d. 
FRANCE. 

The papers announce the signature, by all the 

parties, of the treaty which closes the passage of 
the Dardanelles against the ships of war of all fo- 
reign powers. This was the last step remaining 
to complete the return of France from her isolated 
position among the great powers. 
_ The census of the doors and windows was still 
in progress, and had caused in many places partial 
oulbreaks of discontent, but no such violent pro- 
ceedings as at Toulouse. 

The anniversary of the three days was celebrated 
in Paris a3 usual, with great display and ceremony, 
but without disturbance of any kind. The weather 
was unfavorable. 

The government had taken very decided mea- 
sures with the refractory inhabitants of Toulouse. 
An extraordinary commissioner had been sent 
there, with two royal ordinances, one dissolving 
the national guard and the other the municipal 
council. Large bodies of troops were posted in and 
about the city, and every symptom of disturbance 
was promptly and rigorously put down, 

The king and royal family had gone to Fontaine- 
bleau. 

It was reported that the finance minister, M. Hu- 
mann, had resolved to meet the chambers without 
contracting the proposed loan. 

The advices from Algiers were to the 20th of 
July. Mascara and Mostaigemen were occupied 
by the French troops, and several partial engage- 
ments had taken place, but none of great impor- 
tance. 

FROM THE EAST. 

The overland mail from India had arrived, but 
the advices from Macao were only to the 2nd of 
April-—not so late by three weeks as we have had 
direct. There were, however, late dates from Cal- 





Sir Wm. Folleit, lord high chancellor. 
You. X—Sie. 26. 


TURKEY, EGYPT, SYRIA, &c. 
Constantinople, July 13. A Turkish steamer 
reached this place on the 9th, bringing despatches 
of a favorable nature from Tahir pasha. His ex- 
pedition against the Candiote rebels may be consi- 
dered as terminated. After defeating the insur- 
gents in divers skirmishes and encounters, two 
provinces submitted at discretion; and the third, 
with the exception of the mountains of Skasia, has 
followed the example of its other neighbors. 

The eastern question. ‘The following protocol of 
the conference was signed on July the 20th, 1841, 
and is published by the Augsburgh Gazette: 

“As the difficulties in which his highness the 
sultan was involved, and which induced him to ac- 
cept the aid and support of the four powers, are ter- 
minated; and as Mehemit has fulfilled the act of 
submission to the sultan, which the convention of 
July aimed at, so have the representatives of the 
powers, signers of that treaty, thought fit to recog- 
nize and consecrate the old usages of the Ottoman 
porte for preventing armed ships of war to enter the 
straits of the Dardanelles and Bosphorus. To give 
a constant and permanent sanction to this, and, at 
the same time, to give a mark of the harmony and 
unity which guide the intentions of the powers, it 
is agreed to guarantee this, and to get the sultan to 
invite France to joint herein. 

As this agreement is intended to give Europe a 
pledge of the unity of the four powers, the British 
foreign secretary has undertaken, in concert with 
the other plenipotentiaries, to communicate thein 
to the French government, and to take part in the 
arrangements, by which the sultan declares his de- 
termination to uphold the said rule, the five powers 
on their side making known their resolution to re- 
spect it. [Signed] ESTERHAZY, 

PALMERSTON, 

NEUMANN, 

BULOW, 

BRUNOW. 
Alexandria, July 16. Col. Napier is still here, and 
his mission appears to await the decigion of the porte. 
Troops are now under orders for the Hedgas, the 
military occupation of which it has been found ne- 
cessary to entrust to Mehemit Ali, every species of 
disorder and anarchy having resulted from the short 
period in which those countries have been under 
the direct dominion of the porte. 

Mehemet Ali bas sent 8,000,000 of piastres to 
Constantinople—5,000,000 of which is on account 
of the tribute, and the rest is for presents to the 
sultan and others. The sultan was so much pleas- 
ed that it was believed he would reduce the tribute. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
TRADE AND COMMERCE. 

Trade of Great Britain with the United States and 
France. We extract the following valuable infor- 
mation from the London Times of April 10th, 1841, 
exhibiting at one glance, the effect pronese? by 
the policy which is maintained by England and 
France, as contrasted with the policy which this 
country has ruinously pursued. 

Imports and exports. 

The interchange of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland with all countries, given in Eng- 
lish money, according to a scale of official value 
settled in the year 1698: 





Imported. Exported. 
1835 £ 48,911,524 £91,174,455 
1836 57,230,997 97,621,549 
1837 54,737,301 85,781,669 
1538 61,268,320 105, 70,549 
1839 62,001,000 110,198,716 


The interchange of France with all countries, 
given in English money, at the rate of 25f. for each 
pound sterling, according to a scale of official value 
settled in the vear 1826: 


Imported. Exported. 
1835 £30,429,067 £ 33,376,888 
1836 86,223,014 38,451,390 
1837 $2,311,718 30,323,898 
1838 37,482,179 33,236,305 
1839 37,878,857 40,133,271 


The interchange of the United States of America 
with all countries, given in English money, at the 
rate of 50d. for each dollar, according to the actual 
worth of the merchandise at the time and in the 
place where landed or shipped, in the year endiag 
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Imporied. Exported. 
Sept. 30, 1835 £ 31,228,279 £ 25,352,828 
“s 1836 39,579,173 26,804,800 
” 1837 29,372,753 24,462,370 
pe 1838 28,641,125 22,651,378 
ss 1839 - $5,227,527 25,214,253 


The interchange of France with Great Britain 
and -her-de encies, by. official value, given in 





English money, at ‘the rate of 26f.for each pound 
Importedfrom. Exported to. 
Great Britain,and posses- 
sions in Europe £ 2,451,531 £3,982,833 
Mauritius, and British | 
possessions in Africa 43,452 138,296 
New eh eae? and 
the East Indies 1,052,802 184,191 
British. possessions in 
America 17,506 4,750 
In the year 1835 £3,565,291 £4,310,070 
on 1836 3,974,438 5,037,186 
Me 1837 4,056,528 4,139,382 
“ 1838 4,545,077 6,011,993 
so 1839 5,028,585 6,952,001 


The interchange of the United States of America 
with Great Britain and her dependencies, (by de- 
clared value), given in English money, at the rate 
of 50d. for each dollar. 

Imported from. Exported to. 
Great Britian and Ire- . 





land £12,760,818 £ 10,871,015 
British dependencies 979,120 1,663,920 
ba PP Ned 1885 £13,739,488 £12,534,935 

«~~ 1836 ~—«'17,921,028 —-18,834,906 
«“ 1837 10,881,157 ‘12,753,642 
“ 1838 10,218,995 12,434,044 
“ 1839 15,020,906 14,201,892 


Perbaps few of our readers were prepared to see 
that France, as we are shown by her returns, is al- 
ready importing from England and her dependen- 
cies direct, to an amount exceeding £5,000,000 
sterling, and the import or custom of France is lar- 
ger considerably than here appears, inasmuch as 
under existing regulations all products not being of 
European growth or manufacture cannot be receiv- 
ed into the French market direct, but are sent from 
this country to Belgium or Holland, and thence into 
France. The excess of the French exports to this 
country and her dependencies, compared with the 
imports, is in some degree accounted for by this 
cause. 


In like manner, out of the exports of the United 
States to this country, a certain portion of the amount 
(between £100,000 and £200,000) represents not 
the products of the United States, but goods sent 
there; as, for example, the gum of Senegal or the an- 
nato of Cayenne, which are dependencies of France, 
in order that they may afterward be imported by 
British vessels into England. 

The excess in the amount of the general exports 
over the imports of this country shows, that we are 
a saving and a lending people; our merchants lend 
to the merchants of other countries, and individuals 
of acquired fortune invest a portion of their capi- 
tals in foreign stocks, or in the purchase of lands in 
our colonies. 


In the general interchange of the U. States we 
see a condition of trade, compuairing the amount of 
imports and exports, the opposite of ourown. We 
see that they are a borrowing people, and that the 
extent of their purchasing our products is measured 
by the degree of our lending the capital by which 
they are to be paid for. e say this in no invi- 
dious spirit, because we are among those who are 
of opinion that the bond of any solvent community 
is as good and convenient a return for our industry 
as commodities in the ordinary sense; only, we 
speak of it as a fact, attested by all reasonable ob- 
servation, and by such returns as are here before 
us, that when this country is in a spirit to invest in 
American securities, then it is that America is an 
unusually active customer for British goods. 

{n the general interchange of France, we see a 
steadily increasing trade, and that a remarkable 
equality obtains throughout, if the exports be com- 

ared with the imports. It may be stated inciden- 
ally, with regard to French commerce, that about 
one-third of the amount of imports, and about one- 
fourth of the amount of exports, are transported by 
Jand, 


We cannot close this subject without subjoining 
one more table, for the purpose of exhibiting from 
our’own custom house returns, the progress of that 

ortion of the exports to France and to the United 
tates, consisting only of British and Irish produce 
and manufactures, which by declared value, were 
as [dllows, viz: 


To France. To ithe Uniied States. 


1835 £ 1,453,636 £ 10,568,455 
1836 1,591,381 12,425,605 
1837. 1,643,204 4,695,225 
1838 2,314,141 7,585,760 
1839 2,298,307 8,839,204 


As the exports from Great Britain to the United 
States extend little or nothing beyond our own pro- 
duce and manufactures, it is at first sight not easy 
to reconcile what we return as the amount of our 
exports to the United States with what the United 
States government returns as the amount of their 
exports from thiscountry. Among the causes which 
seem to explain the excess of the United States re- 
turn, one is, that the freight of the goods is only 
earned and added to their value after arrival, and 
the other, that all the imports into the U. States, 
south of New York, will for the last: two or three 
years have been estimated, we might perhaps:add, 
paid for, in depreciated money. | Still explain it as 
we will, the irregularity of the United States,as a 
customer of this country, isremarkable. ‘The trade 
is large, but occasional disorder is one of the con- 
ditions under which we enjoy it. 

[INDIAN FRONTIER AFFRAy. The Fayetteville 
(Arkansas) Witness says:—*“It appears that upon 
the 4th of July, on account of its being a national 
day, a number of the soldiers of the garrison were 
allowed the privilege of visiting the village of Mays- 
ville, a short distance from the fort. hilst there, 
having indulged right freely in their cups, as isa 
soldier’s wont, a t took place, in which several 
of the soldiers and some Indians from the Cherokee 
nation took part, the consequence of which was, 
that one of the Indians met his death and another 


‘was badly wounded. The soldiers concerned in 


this affray were immediately placed in the guard- 
house, and efforts were made to ascertain which of 


‘them it was who committed the murder, but with- 


outsuccess. Meanwhile, the friends of the deceas- 
ed Indian became impatient at the delay, and col- 
lecting some six or seven hundred warriors, set 
themselves down before the fort, threatening to 
burn it and massacre the garrison, unless the per- 

etrators were instantly given up for punishment. 

his, of course, the commandant of the fort refused 
to do, and it was with the greatest difficulty that a 
number of the chief men of the nation could pre- 
vail upon the multitude to desist for atime from 
violence.” 

THE ARMY. 
General orders, No. 47. 
Head quarters of the army, adjutant general’s office, 
Washington, Aug. 23, 18-41. 

Promotions and appointments in the army of the 
United States, made by the president, with the ad- 
vice and consent of the senate, received through 
the department of war, since the 4th of March, and 
the promulgation of “‘general orders” No. 18, of 
March 24, 1841. 

I.— Promotions. 
Second regiment of dragoons. 

First lieutenant Nath. W. Hunter to be captain 
ist April, 1841, vice Fowler, resigned. 

Second lieutenant Wm. J. Newton to be Ist lieu- 
tenant Ist April, 1841, vice Hunter, promoted. 

Second lieutenant W. H. Saunders to be Ist lieu- 
tenant 23d June, 1841, vice Asheton, dismissed. 

Brevet 2d lieutenant W. G. Torrey, of the Ist 
dragoons, to be 2d lieutenant Ist April, 1841, vice 
Newten, promoted. 

Brevet 2d lieutenant Daniel G. Rogers to be 2d 
lieutenant 23d J une, 1841, vice Saunders, promoted. 
Third regiment of artillery. 

Second lieutenant Edw. O. C. Ord to be Ist lieu- 
tenant Ist July, 1841, vice Mock, resigned. 

First regiment of infantry. 

First lieutenant Samuel M. Plummer to be cap- 
tain Ist May, 1841, vice Pegram, resigned. 

Second lieutenant Fred. a. Marsten to be Ist 
lieutenant Ist May, 1841, vice Plummer, promoted. 

Second regiment of infuntry. 
Second lieutenant Justus McKinstry to be Ist 
lieut. 18th April, 1841, vice Woodruff, deceased. 
ird regiment of Infantry. 
Second lieutenant Wm. H. Gordon to be Ist lieu- 
tenaut 21st June, 1841, vice Vose, jr. deceased. 
Eighth regiment of infantry. 

Second itieutenant A. L. Sheppard to be Ist lieu- 
tenant 23d June, 1841, vice Riell, deceased. 

11.—Appointments. 

Brig. general Winfield Scott, major general by 
brevet, to be major general 25th June, 1841, vice 
major general Alexander Macomb, deceased. 

Medical department. 

Charles E. Isaacs, of the state of Mississippi, to 
be assistant surgeon. 

Richard H. Cooledge, of the state of New York, 





to be assistant surgeon. 


: = 

R.S. Holmes, of the state of Pennsylvania, to 5, 
assistant surgeon. 

Chas. W. Stearns, of the state of Massachusett; 
to be assistant surgeon. 
Rank.] Corps of engineers. [ Company 

1. Cadet Zealous B. Tower to be 2d lieute. ” 
nant Ist July, 1841. 

2. Cadet Horatio G. Wright to be 2d lieute. 
nant Ist July, 1841, 

3. Cadet Masillon Harrison to be 2d lieute- 
nant Ist July, 1841. 

First regiment of artillery. 

5. Cadet Ariel Whipple to be 2d leutenant 
Ist July, 1841. 

12. Cadet Joseph F. Irons to be 2d lieutenant 

Ist July, 1841. ? 

Second regiment of artillery. 
Cadet Henry A. Allen to be 2d lieutenant 
Ist J 3 cores 
ird ‘regiment of ariillery. 
‘Cadet G ‘Ws Ayres to be 2d. lieutenant 

Ist July, 1841. [G] 
Cadet Sewel L. Fish to be 2d lieutenant 

Ist July, 1841. | [H] 

Fourth regiment of artillery. 
8. Cadet Albion P. Howe tobe 2d lieutenant 
Ast July, 1841. [A] 
16. Cadet Julius P. Garesche to be 2d lieutenant 
[st mye 1841. [K} 
irst regiment of infuntry. 
Cadet Joseph B. Geena. be 2d lieute- 

nant Ist July, 1841. I) 
Cadet Schuyler Hamilton to be 2d lieute- 

nant Ist July, 184). [K] 

Second regiment of infantry. 
Cadet Nathaniel Lyon to be 2d lieutenant 

Ist July, 1841. ( 
. Cadet A. Sully to be 2d It. Ist July, 1841. [B) 

Third regiment of infantry. 
30. Cadet Richard H. Bacot to be 2d lieute- 
32, 


(1) 


[A] 
‘16. 
(D) 


10. 
17. 


22. 
24. 


ll, 


nant Ist July, 1841. ]B] 
Cadet Don Carlos Buell to be 2d lieute- 
nant Ist July, 1841. 
Fourth regiment of infantry. 
Henderson Ridgely, of Maryland, to be 2d 
lieutenant 19th May, 1841. 
Cadet Robert B. Parker to be 2d lieutenant 
Ist July 1841, 
ixth regiment of infantry. 
. Cadet Richard B. Garnett to be 2d lieute- 
nant Ist July, 1841. [F] 
Cadet Franklin F. Flint to be 2d lieute- 


28. 
[K] 


nant Ist July, 1841. [A] 
Eighth regiment of infantry. 
31. Cadet Claudius W. Sears to be 2d lieute- 
nant Ist July, 1841. [G) 


. Cadet John G. Burbank to be 2d lieutenant 
Ist July, 1841. [D} 
The following named cadets, graduates of the 
military academy, recommended by the academic 
staff at the June examination for appointments in 
the army, are, in conformity with the law,. and by 
the direction of the president, attached to regiments 
and corps as supernumerary officers, with the bre- 
= of 2d lieutenants, to rank from the 1st of July, 
41: 
Brevet 2d lieutenants of ordnance. 
4. Cadet Smith Stansbury. 
6. Cadet Josiah Gorgas. 
7. Cadet Thomas J. Rodman. 
Brevet 2d tieutenants of dragoons. 
9. Cadet Philip W. McDonald, 2d regiment. 
13. Cadet Leonidas Jenkins, Ist regiment. 
14. Cadet John Love, Ist regiment. 
37. Cadet Patrick Calhoun, 2d regiment. 
47. Cadet Elias K. Kane, 2d regiment. 
51. Cadet Abram Buford, Ist regiment. 
Brevet 2d lieutenants of artillery. 
Cadet Samuel Jones, Ist regiment, light 
Cadet John M. Bannan, Co. K. 
Cadet Samuel L. Anderson, 2 2d regiment, light 
Cadet James Totten, Co. A. 
Cadet Rich. P. Hammond, 2 3d regiment, light 
Cadet Jobn F. Reynolds, Co, C. 
Cadet 8. S. Fahnestock, 2 4th regiment light 
Cadet Robt. S. Garnett, § Co. B. 
Brevet 2d lieutenants of infantry. 
Cadet John Beardsley, 8th regitent. 
Cadet Israel B. Richardson, 3d regiment. 
Cadet John M. Jones, 5th regiment. 
Cadet Andrew W. Bowman, Ist regiment. 
Cadet Edward Murray, 2i regiment. 
Cadet Francis N. Page, 7th regiment. 
Cadet Anderson D. Nelson, 6th regiment. 
Cadet Benjamin A. Berry, 4th regiment. 
Cadet Alexander C. A. Darne, 8th regiment. 
Cadet W. T: H. Brooks, 3d regiment. 
Cadet Levi Gantt, 2d regiment. 
Cadet Mortimer Rosecrants, 5th regiment. 
Cadet Rudolph F. Ernst, 6th regiment. 
Cadet Charles F. Morris, 8th regiment. 


19. 
23. 
18. 
25. 
21. 
26. 
20. 
27. 


36. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44, 
45. 
46. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
152. 
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= f11.— Casualties.—(18.) 
Resignations.—(8.) 


F capt. Henry W. Fowler, 2d dragoons, 31st March, 


1841. 


Capt. George H. Pegram, Ist infantry, 30th April, 


1841. 
jst lieutenant William Mock, 34d artillery, 30th 

June, 1841. 
od lieutenant Andrew J. Fields, 6th infantry, 11th 

May, 1341. ; 
od lieutenant M. S. Culbertson, Ist artillery, 15th 

April, 1841. 
od lieutenant W. Irvin, 4th artillery, 31st March, 

1841. 
ad lieutenant Edward 8. Osgood, 6th infantry, 31st 

want surgeon J. H. Baldwin, 81st May, 1841 

ssistant surgeon J. H. Baldwin, 31st May, ; 
* ie Deaths.—(9.) % 

Major generai Alexander Macomb, at Washington, 

25th June, 1841. 

Ist lieutenant Chas. E. Woodruff, 2d infantry, Fort 

Holmes, Flo. 17th April, 1841. 

Ist lieutenant Josiah H. Vose, jr. 3d infantry, at N. 

York, 20th June, 1841. 

Ist lieutenant John A. Riell, 8th infantry, at sea, 

22d June, 1841. 
2d lieutenant Thomas B. Glen, 3d infantry, at sea, 

9th June, 1841. 
2d lieutenant Thomas 8. Brownell, 4th infantry, 

Hartford, Conn. 5th May, 1841. 
2d lieutenant J. R. H. Lancaster, 1st infantry, Flo. 

5th July, 1841. 
2d lieutenant Henry Wardwell, Sth infantry, Fort 

Dallas, Flo. 21st July, 1841. 

Assistant surgeon Charles Noyes, at St. Augustine, 

Flo. 26th July, 1841. 

Dismissed.—(1.) 
Ist lieutenant R. C. Asheton, 2d dragoons, 22d 

June, 1841. 

IV.—The officers promoted and appointed will 
join their proper stations and companies with- 
out delay; those on detached service, or acting un- 
der special orders and instructions will report by 
letter to the commanding officers of their respective 
regiments. 

.—The graduates appointed second lieutenants 
will join their respective companies, except those 
assigned to the regiments in Florida, (3d artillery, 
2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th regiments of in- 
fantry ), who will report in person to the command- 
pe Ane at Fort Columbus, N. Y. 

he brevet second lieutenants of dragoons will re- 
port for temporary duty and instruction to the coin- 
manding officer at Carlisle barracks; the brevet ar- 
ranged to the artillery will join the light companies 
to which they are temporarily assigned for duty: 
those arranged to the infantry, if not otherwise spe- 
cially instructed, will report in person to the com- 
manding officer at Fort Columbus. 

The usual leave of absence allowed by the re- 
gulations is hereby granted to the several gradu- 
ates; at the expiration of which (September 30) 
they will join their proper stations and regiments 
as herein directed. 

ViI.—Acceptances or non-acceptances of ap- 
pointments will be reported to the adjutant general 
of the res 6 and, in case of acceptance, the birth 
places of the persons appointed will be stated. 

Announced to the army by command of major 
general Scott: S. THomas, 

Assistant adjutant general, 


SPEECH OF Mr. CLAY, OF KENTUCKY, 
ON THE EXECUTIVE MESSAGE CONTAINING THE 
PRESIDENT’S OBJECTIONS TO THE BANK BILL. 
In Senate, United States, August 19, 1841. 

Mr. Cray, of Kentucky, rose and addressed the 
senate as follows: Mr. President, the bill which 
forms the present subject of our deliberations had 
passed both houses of congress by decisive majori- 
ties, and, in conformity with. the requirement of 
the constitution, was presented to the president of 
the United States for his consideration. He has 
returned it to the senate, in which it originated, ac- 
cording to the direction of the constitution, with a 
message announcing his veto of the bill, and con- 
taining his objections to its passage. And the 
question now to be decided is, shall the bill pass, 
by the required constitutional majority of two- 
thirds, the president’s objections notwithstanding? 

Knowing, sir, but too well that no such majority 
can be obtained, and that the bill must fall, I would 
have been rejoiced to have found myself at liberty 
to abstain from saying one word on this painful oc- 
casion. But the president has not allowed me to 
give a silent vote. I think, with all respect and 
deference to him, he has not reciprocated the 
friendly spirit of concession and compromise which 
animated congress in the provisions of this bill, and 
especially in the modification of the sixteenth fun- 





damental condition of the bank. He has commented, 


I think, with undeserved severity on that part of 

the bill; he has used, I am sure unintentionally, 

harsh, if not reproachful, language; and he has 

made the very concession, which was prompted as 

a peace offering, and froin friendly considerations, 

the cause of stronger and nmiore decided disappro- 

bation of the bill. Standing in the relation to that 

bill which I do, and especially to the exceptiona- 

ble clause, the duty which I owe to the senate and to 
the country, and self-respect, impose upon me the 
obligation of at least attempting the vindication of 
a measure which has met with a fate so unmerited 
and so unexpected. ; 

Ou the 4th of April last the lamented Harrison, 
the president of the United States, paid the debt of 
nature. President Tyler, who, as vice president, 
succeeded to the duties of that office, arrived in the 
city of Washington on the 6th of that month. He 
found the whole metropolis wrapped in gloom, every 
heart filled with sorrow and sadness, every eye 
streaming with tears, and the surrounding hills yet 
flinging back the echo of the bells which were 
tolled on that melancholy occasion. On entering 
the presidential mansion he contemplated the pale 
body of his predecessor stretched before him, and 
clothed in the black habiliments of death. At that 
solemn moment:1 have no doubt that the heart of 
president Tyler was overflowing with mingled 
emotions of grief, of patriotism, and of gratilude— 
above all, of gratitude to that country by a majo- 
rity of whose suffrages, bestowed at the preceding 
November, he then. stood the most distinguished, 
the most elevated, the most honored of all living 
whigs of the United States. 

It was under these circumstances, and in this pro- 
bable state of mind, that president Tyler, on the 
10th day of the same month of April, voluntarily 
promulgated an address to the people of the United 
States, That address was in the nature of a coro- 
nation oath, which the chief of the state in other 
countries, and under other forms, takes, upon 
ascending the throne. It referred to the solemn 


which the new president entered upon the high 
trust which had devolved upon him, by the joint 
acts of the people and of Providence, and it stated 
the principles and delineated the policy by which 
he would be governed in his exalted station. It was 
emphatically a whig address, from beginning to 
end—every inch of it was whig, and was pa- 
triotic. 

In that address the president, in respect to the 
subject matter embraced in the present bill, held 
the following conclusive and emphatic language: 
**I shall promplly give my sanction to any constitu- 
tional measure which, originating in Congress, shall 
have for its object the restoration of a sound cir- 
culating medium, so essentially necessary to give 
confidence in all the transactions of life, to secure 
io industry iis just and adequate rewards, and to re- 
establish the public prosperity. In deciding upon the 
adaptation of any such measure to the end pro- 
posed, as well as its conformity to the constitution, I 
shall resort to the futhers of the great republican 
school for advice and instruction, to be drawn from 
their sage views of our system of government, and 
the light of their ever glorious example.” 

To this clause in the address of the president, I 
believe, but one interpretation was given through- 
out this whole country, by friend and foe, by whig 
and democrat, and by the presses of both parties. 
It was, by every man with whom I conversed on 
the subject at the time of its appearance, or of 
whom I have since inquired, construed to mean that 
the president intended to occupy the Madison 
ground, and to regarc the question of the power to 
establish a national bank as immovably settled. 
And I think I may confidently appeal to the senate 
and to the country, to sustain the fact that this was 
the contemporaneous and unanimous judgment of 
the public. Reverting back to the period of the 
promulgation of the sddtees, could any other con- 
struction have been given to its language? What is 
it? “J shall prompily give my sanction to any con- 
stitutional measure which, originating in congress,” 
shall have certain defined objects in view. He 
concedes the vital importance of a sound circulat- 
ing medium to industry and to the public prospe- 
rity. He concedes that its origin must be in con- 
gress. And to prevent any inference from the 
qualification, which he prefixes to the measure, 
being interpreted to mean that- a United States 
bank was unconstitutional, he declares that in de- 
ciding on the adaptation of the measure to the end 
proposed, and its conformity to the constitution, he 
will resort to the fathers of the great republican 
school. And who were they? If the father of his 
country is to be excluded, are Madison, (the father 
of the constitution,) Jefferson, Monroe, Gerry, 
Gallatin, and the long list of republicans who acted 
with them, not to be regarded as among those 





obligations, and the profound sense of duty, under 


<A 

fathers? But president Tyler deciares not only that 
he should appeal to them for advice and instruction, 
but to the light of their ever glorious EXAMPLE. 
What example? What other meaning could have 
been possibly applied to the phrase, than that he 
intended to refer to what had been done during the 
administration of Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe? 
Entertaining this opinion of the address, I came 
to Washington at the commencement of the session, 
with the most confident and buoyant hopes that the 
whigs would be able to carry all their prominent 
mneasures, and especially a bank of the United 
States, by far that one of the greatest immediate 
importance. 1 anticipated nothing but cordial co- 
operation between the two departments of govern- 
ment; and I reflected with pleasure that I should 
find, at the head of the executive branch, a personal 
and political friend, whom { had long and intimately 
known, and highly esteemed. It will not be my 
fault if our amicable relations should unhappily 
cease, in consequence of any difference of opinion 
between us on this occasion. The president has 
been always perfectly familiar with my opinion on 
this bank question. : 

Upon the opening of the session, but especially 
on the receipt of a plan of a national bank, as pro- 
posed by the secretary of the treasury, fears were 
excited that the president had been misunderstood 
in his address, and that he had not waived but ad- 
hered to his constitutional scruples. Under these 
circumstances it was hoped that, by the indulgence 
of a mutual spirit of compromise and concession, a 
bank, competent to fulfil the expectations and satisfy 
the wants of the people, might be established. 

Under the influence of that-spirit, the senate and 
the house agreed, Ist, as to the name of the eat 
bank. I confess, sir, that there was something ex- 
ceedingly ouiree and revolting to my ears in the term 
‘fiscal bank;’”? but I thought, ‘“‘What is there in a 
name? A rose by any other name would smell as 
sweet.” Looking, therefore, rather to the utility of 
the substantial faculties than to the name of the 
contemplated institution, we consented to that 
which was proposed. 

2d. As to the place of location of the bank. Al- 
though Washington had passed through my mind as 
among the cities in which it might be expedient to 
place the bank, it was believed to be the least eli- 
gible of some four or five other cities. Neverthe- 
less, we consented to fix it here. 

And lastly, in respect to the branching power, 
there was not probably a solitary vote given in 
either house of congress for the bill that did not 
greatly prefer the unqualified branching power, as 
asserted in the charters of the two former banks of 
the United States, to the 16th fundamental condition 
as finally incorporated in this bill. It is perfectly 
manifest, therefore, that it was not in conformity 
with the opinion and wish of majorities in congress, 
but in a friendly spirit of concession towards the 
president and his particular friends, that the clause 
assumed that form. So repugnant was it to some of 
the best friends of a national bank in the other 
house, that they finally voted against tlre bill be- 
cause it contained that compromise of the branching 
power. 

It is true that, in presenting the compromise to 
the senate, I stated, as was the fact, that I did’ not 
know whether it would be acceptable to the presi- 
dent or not; that, according to my opinion, each de- 
partment of the government should act upon its own 
responsibility, independently of the other; and that 
I presented the modification of the branching power 
because it was necessary to ensure the passage of 
the billin the senate, having ascertained that the 
vote would stand 26 against it to 25, if the form of 
that power whic! had been reported by the com- 
mittee were persisted in. But I nevertheless did 
entertain the most confident hopes. and expectations 
that the bill would receive the sanetion of the pre- 
sident; and this motive, although not the immediate 
one, had great weight in the introduction and adop- 
tion of the compromise clause. I knew that our 
friends who would not vote for the bill as reported 
were actuated, as they avowed, by considerations of 
union and harmory, growing out of supposed views 
of the president, and I presumed that i would not 
fail to feel and appreciate their sacrifices. But I 
deeply regret that we were mistaken. -Notwith- 
standing all our concessions, fade in a genuine and 
sincere spirit of conciliation, the sanction of the 
president could not be obtained, and the bill has 
been returned by him with his objections. 

_ And I shall now gate to consider those objec- 
tions, with as muc brevity as possible, but with 
the most perfect respect, official and personal, to- 
wards the chief magistrate. 

_ After stating that the power of congress to estab. 
lish a national bank, to operate per se, has been a 
controverted questior from the origin of the govern- 
ment, the president remarks: “Men most justly and 
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deservedly esteemed for their high intellectual en- 
dowments, their virtue and their patriotism, have, 


in regard to it, entertained different. and conflicting 


opinions. Congresses have differed. The approval 
of one president has been followed by the disappro- 
val of another.” ! 

From this statement of the case it may be infer- 
red that the president considers the weight of au- 
thority, pro and con, to be equal and balanced.— 
But if he intended to make such an array of it—if 
he intended to say that it was in equilibrium—I 
must respectfully, but most decidedly, dissent from 
him. I think the conjoint testimony of history, 
tradition, and the knowledge of living witnesses 
prove thecontrary. How stands the question as to 
the opinion of congresses? The congress of 1791, 
the congress of 1813-14, the congress of 1815-16, 
the cougress of 1831-32, and, finally, the present 
cougress, have all respectively and unequivocally, 
affirmed the existence of a power in congress to es- 
tablish a national bank to operate per se. We be- 
hold, then, the concurrent opinion of five different 
congresses on one side. And what congress is 
there on the opposite side? The congress of 1811? 
I was a member of the senate in that year, when it 
decided, by the casting vote of the vice president, 
against the renewal of the charter of the old bank of 
the United States. AndI now here, in my place, 
add to the testimony already before the public, by 
declaring that it is within my certain knowledge, 
that that decision of the senate did not proceed 
from a disbelief of a majority of the senate in the 
iar ef congress to establish a national bank, but 
rom combined considerations of expediency and 
constitutionality. A majority of the senate, on the 
contrary, as I know, entertained no doubt as to the 
power of congress. ‘Thus the account, as to con- 
gresses, stands five for and not one, or, at most, not 
more than one, against the power. 

Let us now look into the state of authority deri- 
vable from the opinions of presidents of the United 
States. President Washington believed in the pow- 
er of congress, and approved a bank bill. Presi- 
dent Jefferson approved acts to extend branches into 
other parts of the United States, and to punish 
counterfeiters of the notes of the bank—acts which 
were devoid of all justification whatever upon the 
assumption of the unconstitutionality of the bank. 
Tor how could branches be extended or punishment 
be lawfully inflicted upon the counterfeiters of the 
paper of a corporation which came into existence 
without any authority, and in violation of the con- 
stitution of the land? James Madison, notwith- 
standing those early scruples which he had enter- 
tained, and which he probably still cherished, sanc- 
tioned and signed a bill to charter the late Bank of 
the United States. [tis perfectly well known that 
Mr. Monroe never did entertain any scruples or 
doubts in regard to the power of congress. Here, 
then, are four presidents of the United States who 
have directly or collaterally borne official testimony 
to the existence of the bank power in congress.— 
And what president is there that ever bore unequi- 
vocally opposite testimmony—that disapproved a bank 
charter in the sense intended by president Tyler? 
Gen. Jackson, although he did apply the veto pow- 
er to the bill for rechartering the late Bank of the 
United States in 1832, it is within the perfect recol- 
lection of us all that he not only testified to the uti- 
lity of a bank of the United States, but declared 
that, if he had been applied to by congress, he could 
have furnished the plan of such a bank. 

Thus, Mr. President, we perceive that, in re- 
viewing the action of the legislative and executive 
departments of the government, there is a vast pre- 
ponderance of the weight of authority maintaining 
the existence of the power in congress. But pre- 
sident Tyler has, I presume unintentionally, whol- 
ly omitted to notice the judgment and decisions of 
the third co-ordinate department of the government 
upon this controverted question—that department, 
whose interpretations of the constitution, within its 
proper jurisdiction and sphere of action, are binding 
upon all; and which, therefore, may be considered 
as exercising a controlling power over both the 
other departments. The supreme court of the U. 
States, with its late chief justice, the illustrious 
Marshall, at its head, unanimously decided that 
congress possessed this bank power; and this adju- 
dication was sustained and reaffirmed whenever af- 
terwards the question arose before the court. ’ 

After recounting the occasions, during his public 
career, on which he had expressed an opinion 
against the power of congress tc charter a bank of 
the United States, the president proceeds to say:— 
“Entertaining the opinions alluded to, and having 
taken this oath, the senate and the country will see 
that I could not give my sanction to a measure of 
the character described without surrendering all 
claim to the respect of honorable men—all confi- 
dence on the part of the people—all self-respect— 


ail regard for moral and religious obligations; with- 
out an observance of which no government can be 
eaten. and no people can be happy. It would 

e to commit a crime which I would not wilfully 
commit to gain any earthly reward, and which 
would justly subject me to the ridicule and scorn 
of all virtuous men.” 

Mr. President, I must think, and hope I may be 
allowed to say, with profound deference to tke 
chief magistrate, that it appears to me he has view- 
ed with too lively sensibility the personal conse- 
quences to himself of his approval of the bill; and 
that, surrendering himself to a vivid imagination, 
he has depicted them in much too glowing and ex- 
aggerated colors, and that it would have been most 
happy if he had looked more to the deplorable con- 
sequences of a veto upon the hopes, the interests 
and the happiness of his country. Does it follow 
that a magistrate who yields his private judgment 
to the concurring authority of numerous decisions, 
repeatedly and deliberately pronounced, after the 
lapse of lung intervals, by all the departments of 
government, and by all parties, incurs the dreadful 
ee described by the president?) Can any man 

disgraced and dishovored who yields his private 
opinion tothe judgment of the nation? In this 
case, the country, (I mean a majority), congress, 
and, according to common fame, an unanimous ca- 
binet, were all united in favor of the bill. Should 
any man feel himself humbled and degraded in 
yielding to the conjoint force of such high authori- 
ty? Does any man, who at one period of his life 
shall have expressed a particular opinion, and at a 
subsequent period shall act upon the opposite opi- 
nion, expose himself to the terrible consequences 
which have been portrayed by the president? How 
is it with the judge, in the case by no means rare, 
who bows to the authority of repeated precedents, 
settling a particular question, whilst in his private 
judgment the law was otherwise? How is it with 
that numerous class of public men in this country, 
and with the two great parties that bave divided it, 
who, at different periods, have maintained and act- 
ed on opposite opinions in respect to this very bank 
question? 

How is it with James Madison, the father of the 
constitution—that great man whose services to his 
couniry placed him only second to Washington— 
whose virtues and purity in private life—whose pa- 
triotismn, intelligence and wisdom in public councils 
stand unsurpassed? He was a member of the na- 
tional convention that formed, and of the Virginia 
convention that adopted, the constitution. No man 
understood it better than he did. He was opposed 
in 1791 to the establishment of the Bank of the 
United States upon constitutional ground; and in 
1816 he approved and signed the charter of the late 
Bank of the United States. It isa part of the se- 
cret history connected with the first bank, that 
James Madison had, at the instance of gen. Wash- 
ington, prepared a veto for him in the contingency 
of his rejection of the bill. Thus stood James Ma- 
dison when, in 1815, he applied the veto to a bill to 
charter a bank upon considerations of expediency, 
but with a clear and express admission of the ex- 
istence of a constitutional power of congress to 
charter one. In 1816, the bill which was then pre- 
sented to him being free from the objections appli- 
cable to that of the previous year, he sanctioned 
and signed it. Did James Madison surrender “all 
claim to the respect of honorable men—all confi- 
dence on the part of the people—all self-respect— 
all regard for moral and religious obligations?” 
Did the pure, the virtuous, the gifted James Madi- 
son, by his sanction and signature to the charter of 
the late Bank of the United States, commit a crime 
which justly subjected him ‘to the redicule and 
scorn of all virtuous men?”’ 

Not only did the president, as it respectfully ap- 
pears to me, state entirely too strongly the conse- 
quences of his approval of the bill, but is he per- 
fectly correct in treating the question, (as he seems 
to me to have done), which he was called upon to 
decide, as presenting the sole alternative of his di- 
rect approval or rejection of the bill? Was the pre- 
servation of the consistency and the conscience of 
the president wholly irreconcilable with the resto- 
ration of the blessings of a sound currency, regular 
and moderate exchanges, and the revival of confi- 
dence and business which congress believes will be 
secured bya national bank! Was there no alterna- 
tive but to prolong the sufferings of a bleeding 
country, or to send us this veto? From the admi- 
nistration of the executive department of the go- 
vernment, during the last twelve years, has sprung 
most of the public ills which have afflicted the peo- 
ple. Was it necessary that that source of suffering 
should continue to operate, in order to preserve the 
conscience of the president unviolated? Was that 








the only sad and deplorable alternative? I think, 


eee, 


of the serious and patriotic consideration of the hie. 
sident. The bill might have become a law, in vir. 
tue of the provision which required its return With. 
in ten days. Ifthe president had retained it three 
days longer, it would have been a law, without his 
sanction and without his signature. In such a con. 
tingency, the president would have remained pas. 
Sive, and would not have been liable to any accy. 
sation of having himself violated the constitution 
All that could have been justly said would be, that 
he did not choose to throw himself in the way as an 
obstacle to the passage of a measure indispensable 
to the prosperity of the nation, in the judgment of 
the party which peognt him into power, of the 
whig congress which he first met, and, if public 
fame speaks true, of the cabinet which the Jament. 
ed Harrison called around him; and which he yo- 
luntarily continued. In an analogous case, Thomas 
McKean, when governor of Pennsylvania, than 
whom the United States have produced but few 
men of equal vigor of mind and firmness of purpose, 
permitted a bill to become a law, although, in his 
opinion, it was contrary to the constitution of that 
state. And I have heard, and, from the creditable 
nature of the source, I am inclined to believe, a}- 
though I will not vouch for the fact, that towards 
the close ofthe charter of first Bank of the United 
States during the second term of Mr. Jefferson, 
some consideration of the question of the renewal 
of the charter was entertained, and that he express- 
ed a wish that, if the charter were renewed, it might 
be effected by the operation of the ten days’ provi. 
sion, and his consistency thus preserved. 

If it were possible to disinter the venerated re- 
mains of James Madison, reanimate his perishing 
form, and place him once more in that chair of 
state, which he so much adorned, what would have 
been his course, if this bill had been presented to 
him, even supposing him never to have announced 
his acquiescence in the settled judgment of the na- 
tion? He would have said, that human controver- 
cy in regard to a single question should not be per- 
petual, and ought to have a termination. This, 
about the power to establish a bank of the United 
States, has been long enough continued. The na- 
tion, under all the forms of its public action, has 
often and deliberately decided it. A bank, and as- 
sociated financial and currency questions, which 
had long slept, were revived and have divided the 
nation during the last ten years of arduous and bit- 
ter struggle; and the party which put down the 
bank, and which occasioned all the disorders in our 
currency and finances, has itself been signally put 
down, by one of those great moral and political re- 
volutions which a free a patriotic people can but 
seldom arouse itself to make. Human infallibility 
has not been granted by God; and the chances of 
error are much greater on the side of one man than 
on that ofthe majority of a whole people and their 
successive legislatures during a long period of time. 
I yield to the irresistible force of authority. I will 
not put myself in opposition to a measure so impe- 
ratively demanded by the public voice and so es- 
sential to elevate my depressed and suffering coun- 
trymen. 

And why should not president Tyler have suf- 
fered the bill to become a law without his sig- 
nature? Without meaning the slightest possible 
disrespect to him, (nothing is further from my heart 
than the exhibition of any such feeling towards that 
distinguished citizen, long my personal friend), it 
cannot be forgotten that he came into his present 
office under peculiar circumstances, The people 
did not foresee the contiugency which has happened. 
They voted for him as vice prosident. They did 
not, therefore, scrutinize his opinions with the care 
which they probably ought to have done, and would 
have done, if they could have looked into futurity. 
If the present state of the fact could have been an- 
ticipated—if at Harrisburg, or at the polls, it bad 
been foreseen that general Harrison would die in 
one short month after the commencement of his ad- 
ministration; that vice president Tyler would be 
elevated to the presidential chair; that a bill, pass- 
ed by decisive majorities of the first whig congress, 
chartering a national bank, would be presented for 
his sanction; and that he would veto the bill, do I 
hazard any thing when I express the conviction 
that he would not have received a solitary vote in 
the nominating convention, nor one solitary elec- 
toral vote in any state in the union? 

Shall I be told that the honor, the firmness, the in- 
dependence of the chief magistrate might have been 
drawn in question if he had remained passive, and 
so permitted the bill to become a law? I answer that 
the office of chief magistrate is a sacred and exalted 
trust, created and ccnferred forthe benefit of the na- 
tion, and not for the private advantage of the person 
who fills it. Can any man’s reputation for firmness, 
independence and bonor be of more importance than 





Mr. President, there were other alternatives worthy | 


the welfare of a great people? There is nothing, in 





om ee me 


; 
i 
B 
& 
é 





NI 


ee 


eo 
my numble 
ble with h 
roperly ul 
think, 1} 
commende 
resses—— 
jeated dec 
uiescenct 
dtates dur 
operation 
space of f 
whose sul 
cond offic: 
first, that | 
of all pers 
in his bos 
of his cot 
course, he 
jn a just s 
pendence. 
But, si 
which I a 
it should 
of it by % 
Tyler. I 
had passe 
the publi 
States to | 
and laws 
president 
ral assem 
from that 
solution. 
formity v 
jn the se 
because | 
to go cou 
ed him in 
ginia, or 
oily cons 
ticular of 
to be the 
26 states- 
ency? I 
to be res} 
disregard 
state of 
bank qu 
agitate t 
the grea 
our rece 
convince 
an imme 
the nalic 
in this re 
decision: 
of them | 
of repre: 
the hou: 
tion of t 
have be 
believed 
represer 
them, a) 
in his 0} 
have mi 
I pas 
respect 
to feel r 
dent he 
and wit! 
the mai 
tercours 
departm 
could m 
the twe 
dred an 
the bill, 
have pi 
conferre 
of the t 
consent: 
that po 
that the 
promise 
sage do 
Speakir 
requires 
to no cir 
It is the 
uncondi 
“high I 
on the ¢ 
Stituent; 
puts the 
lature @ 
and its | 
the seng 
may cor 


> yet the 


red on | 


lic 
nt. 
VO- 
nas 
lan 
ew 
Se, 
his 
hat 
ble 
al- 
rds 
ted 
on, 
Wal 
SS - 
ght 
Vis 


re- 
ing 
of 
ave 
to 
ced 
na- 
'er- 
er- 
his, 
ted 
na- 
has 

as- 
ich 
the 
bit- 
the 
our 


put 


re- 


lity 
3 of 
han 
neir 
me. 
will 
pe- 
e3- 
un- 


suf- 
sig- 
ible 
eart 
that 
. 
sent 
ople 
red. 
did 
care 
ould 
rity. 
an- 
bad 
2 In 
} ad- 
i be 
ass- 
"ESS, 
1 for 
jo I 
tion 
fe in 
lec- 


p in- 
yeen 
and 
that 
ited 
: na 
rson 
ness, 
than 


ig, in 





ie ee 
o>. 7 
P| a 


ee ce 


Re eee Ree 





ne aa ks al 


























NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—AUG. 28, 1841--SPEECH OF MR. CLAY, OF KENTUCKY. 405 














—— 


humble judgment, in such a course, incompati- 
ple with honor, with firmness, with independence 
roperly understood. Certainly, I must respectful- 
think, in reference to a measure like this, re- 
ommended by such high sanctions—by five con- 
resses—Dby the authority of four presidents—by re- 
eated decisions of the supreme court—by the ac- 
niescence and judgment of the people of the U. 
tates during long periods of time—by its salutary 
operation on the interests of the community for a 
space of forty years, and demanded by the people 
whose suffrages placed president Tyler in that se- 
cond office from whence he was translated to the 
first, that he might have suppressed the promptings 
of all personal pride of private opinion, if any arose 
in his bosom, and yielded to the wishes and wants 
of his country. Nor do I believe that, in sucha 
course, he would have made the smallest sacrifice, 
jn a just sense, of persouai honor, firmness or inde- 
pendence. | : , 

But, sir, there was still a third aiternative, to 
which I allude not because I mean to intimate that 
it should be embraced, but because I am reminded 
of it by a memorable event in the life of president 
Tyler. It will be recollected that, after the senate 
had passed the resolutions declaring the removal of 
the public deposites from the late bank of the U. 
States to have been derogatory from the constitution 
and laws of the United States, for which resolution 

resident then senator Tyler, had voted, the gene- 

ral assembly of Virginia instructed the senators 

from that state to vote for the expunging of that re- 

solution. Senator Tyler declined voting in con- 
formity with that instruction, and resigned his seat 

in the senate of the United States. This he did 

because he could not conform, and did think it right 
to go counter, to the wishes of these who had plac- 

ed him in the senate. If, when the people of Vir- 

ginia, or the general assembly of Virginia were his 

oily constituency, he would not set up his own par- 
ticular opinion in opposition to theirs, what ought 
to be the rule of his conduct when the people of 
26 states—a whole nation—compose his constitu- 
ency? Is the will! of the constituency of one state 
to be respected, and that of twenty-six to be wholly 
disregarded? Is obedience due only to the single 
state of Virginia? The president admits that the 
bank question deeply agitated and continues to 
agitate the nation. It is incontestible that it was 
the great, absorbing and controling question, in all 
our recent divisions and exertions. Iam firmly 
convinced, and it is my deliberate judgment, that 
an immense majority, not less than two-thirds of 
the nation, desire such an institation. All doubts 
in this respect ought to be dispelled by the recent 
decisions of the two houses of congress. I speak 
of thein as evidence of popular opinion. In the house 
of representatives the majority was 131 to 140. If 
the house had been full, and but for the modifica- 
tion of the 16th fundamental condition, there would 
have been a probable inajority of 47. Is it to be 
believed that this large majority of the immediate 
representatives of the people, fresh from amongst 
them, and to whom the president seemed inclined, 
in his opening message, to refer this very question, 
have mistaken the wishes of their constituents? 

I pass the sixteenth fundamental condition, in 
respect to the branching power, on which L regret 
to feel myself obliged to say that F think the presi- 
dent has commented with unexawpled severity, 
and with a harshness of language not favorable to 
the maintenance of that friendly and harmonious in- 
tercourse which is so desirable between co-ordinate 
departments of the government. The president 
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could not have been uninformed that every one of 


the twenty-six senators, and every one of the hun- 
dred and thirty-one representatives wha voted for 
the bill, if left to his own separate wishes, would 
have preferred the branching power to have been 
conferred unconditionally, as it was in the charters 
of the two former banks of the United States. In 
consenting to the restrictions upon the exercise of 
that power, he must have been perfectly aware 
that they were actuated by a friendly spirit of com- 
promise and concessior. Yet nowhere in his mes- 
sage does he reciprocate or return this Spirit.— 
Speaking of the assent or dissent which the clause 
requires, he says: ‘This iron rule is to give way 
to no cireumstances—it is unbending and inflexible. 
It is the language of the master to the vassal. An 
“nconditional answer is claimed forthwith.’ The 
high privilege” of a submission of the question, 
on the part of the state representatives, to their con- 
Stituents, according to the message, is denied. He 
puts the cases of a popular branch of a state legis- 
‘alure expressing its dissent ‘“‘by a unanimous vote 
and its resolution may be defeated by a tie vote in 
the senate,” and “both branches of ibe legislature 
may concur in a resolution of decided dissent, and 


yet the governor may exert the veto power confer- 


red on him by the state constitution, and their le- 


gislative action be defeated.”” ‘The state may af- 
terwards protest against such unjust inference, but 
its authority is gone.” The president continues: 
“To inferences so violent, and as they seem to me 
irrational, I cannot yield my consent. No court of 
justice would or could sanction them, without re- 
versing all that is established in judicial proceed- 
ing, by introducing presumptions af variance with 
fact, and inferences at the expense of reason. A 
state in a condition of duresse would be presumed 
to speak as an individual, manacled and in prison, 
might be presumed to be in the enjoyment of free- 
dom. Far better to say to the states, boldly and 
frankly, congress wills, and submission is demanded.” 
Now, Mr. President, I will not ask whether these 
animadversions were prompted by a reciprocal spirit 
of amity and kindness, but I inquire whether all of 
them are perfectly just. : 
Beyond all question, those who believed in the 
constitutional right of congress to exercise the 
branching power within the states, unconditionally 
and without limitation, did make no small conces- 
sion when they consented that it should be subject- 
ed to the restrictions specified in the compromise 
clause. They did not, it is true, concede every 
thing; they did not absolutely renounce the power 
to establish branches without the authority of the 
states during the whole period of the existence of 
the charter; but they did agree that reasonable time 
should be allowed to the several states to determine 
whether they would or would not give their assent 
to the establishment of branches within their re- 
spective limits. They did not think it right to leave 
it an open question, for the space of twenty years; 
nor that a state should be permitted to grant to-day 
and revoke to-morrow its assent; nor that it should 
annex onerous or impracticable conditions to its as- 
sent, but thatit should definitively decide the ques- 
tion, after the lapse of ample time for full delibera- 
tion. And what was that time? No state would 
have had less time than four months, and some of 
them from five to nine months for consideration. 
Was it, therefore, entirely correct for the president 
to say that an “unconditional answer is claimed 
forthwith?” Forthwith means immediately, instant- 
ly, without delay, which cannot be affirmed of a 
space of time varying from four to nine months.— 
And the president supposes that the “high privi- 
lege” of the members of the state legislature sub- 
mitting the question to their constituents is denied? 
But could they not at any time during that space 
have consulted their constituents? 

The president proceeds to prt what I must, with 
the greatest deference and res;,cci, consider as ex- 
treme “ases. He supposes the popular branch to 
express its dissent by a unanimous vote, which is 
overruled by a tie in the senate. He supposes that 
‘both branches of the legislature may concur ina 
resolution of decided dissent, and yet the governor 
may exert the veto power.”” The unfortunate case 
of the state whose legislative will should be so 
checked by executive authority, would not be 
worse than that.of the union, the will of whose le- 
gislature, in establishing this bank, is checked and 
controlled by the. president. 

But did it not occur to him that extreme cases 
brought forward on the one side, might be met by 
the extreme cases suggested on the other? Suppose 
the popular branch were to express its assent to the 
establishment of a branch bank by a unanimous 
vote, which is overruled by an equal vote in the se- 


nate. Or suppose that hoth branches CF (lc .cgis- 


lature, by majorities in each exactly wan./"% one 
vote to make them two-thirds, were to concur in a 
resolution invitu.g the introduction of a branch 
within the limits of the state, and the governor were 
to exercise the veto power, and defeat the resolu- 
tion. Would it be very unreasonable in these two 
cases to infer the assent of the state to the establish- 
ment of a branch? 

_Extreme cases should never be resorted to, Hap- 
pily for mankind, their affairs are but seldom affect- 
ed or influenced by them, in consequence of the 
rarity of their occurrence. 

The plain, simple, unvarnished statement of the 
case 1s this; congress believes itself invested with 
constitutional power to authorise, unconditionally 
the establistiment of a bank of the United States 
and branches, any where in the United States, with- 
out asking any other consent of the states than that 
which is already expressed in the constitution. The 
president does not concur in the existence of that 
power, and was supposed to entertain an opinion 
that the previous assent of the states was necessary. 
Here was an unfortunate conflict of opinion. Here 
was a case for compromise and mutual concession 
if the difference could be reconciled. Congress 
advanced so far towards a compromise as to allow 
the states to express their assent or dissent, but 
then it thought that this should be done within some 
limited, but reasonable, time; and it believed, since 








the bank and its branches were established for the 
benefit of twenty-six states, if the authorities of 
any one of them really could not make up their 
mind within that limited time either to assent or 
dissent to the introduction of a branch, that it*was 


‘not unreasonable, after the lapse of the appointed 


time without any positive action, one way or the 

other, on the part of the state, to proceed as if it 
had assented. Now, if the powercontended for by 
congress really exists, it must be admitted that here 

was a concession—a concession according to which 
an unconditional power is placed under temporary 
restrictions—a privilege offered to the states which 
was not extended to them: by either of the charters 
of the two former banks of tiie United States. And 
I am totally at a loss to comprehend how the presi- 
dent reached the conclusion that it would have been 
“far better to say to the states, boldly aiid frankly, 
congress wills, and submission is demandea.” Was 
it better for the states that the power of branching 
should be exerted without consulting them at all? 
Was it nothing to afford them an opportunity of 
saying whether they desired branches or not? How 
can it be believed that a clause which qualifies, re- 
stricts, and limits the branching power, is more de- 
rogatory from the dignity, independence, and sove- 
reignty of the states, than if it inexorably refused 


.to the states any power whatever to deliberate and 


decide on the introduction of branches? Limited 
as the time was, and unconditionally as they were 
required to express themselves, still those states 
(and that probably would have been the case with 
the greater number) that chose fo announce their 
assent or dissent could do so, and get or prevent 
the introduction of a branch. But the president 
reinarks that ‘“‘the state may express, after the most 
solemn form of legislation, its dissent, which may 
from time to time thereafter be repeated, in full 
view of its own interest, which can never be sepa- 
rated from the wise and beneficent operation of this 
government; and yet congress may, by virtue of the 
last proviso, overrule its law, and upon grounds 
which, to such state, will appear to rest on a con- 
structive necessity and propriety, and nothing 
more.” 

Even if the dissent of a state should be overruled, 
in the manner supposed by the president, how is the 
condition of that state worse than it would have 
been if the branching power had been absolutely 
and unconditionally asserted in the charter? There 
would have been at least the power of dissentin 
conceded, with a high degree of probability that if 
the dissent were expressed no branch would be in- 
troduced. 

The-last pruviso to which the president refers is 
in these-words: ‘And previded, nevertheless, that 
whenever it shall become necessary and proper for 
carrying into execution any of the powers granted 
by the constitution, to establish an office or offices 
in any of the states whatever, and the establishment 
thereof shall be directed by law, it shall be the duty 
of the said directors;to establish such office or offices 
accordingly.” 

This proviso was intended to reserve a power to 
congress to compel the bank to establish branches, 
ifthe establishment of them should be necessary to 
the great purposes of this government, notwith- 
standjng the dissent of a state. If, for example, a 
state had once unconditionally dissented to the esta- 
blishment of a branch, and afterwards assented, the 
bank could not have been compelled, without this 


reservation of power, to establish the branch, how- 
ever urgent the wants of the treasury might be. 
The president, I think, ought to have seen, in the 
form and taug'*%e of the proviso, the spirit of con- 
ciliation in which it was —'*W™ a8 I know. It does 
not assert the power; ce language of 


ton honstitdtion tacit lecktedy teeing . 
onstitution itsell, leaving every one fre 
terpret that language a 4 5 sete 


ecording to his own s 
the instrument. ss cored 


Why was it deemed necessary to spe i 
being ** the language of the ulaster to avon 
of, “this iron rule,’’ that “congress wills and sub- 
mission is demanded?” What is this whole federal 
government but a mass of powers abstracted from 
the sovereignty of the several States, and wielded 
by an organized guvernment for their common de- 
fence and general welfare, according to the grants 
of the constitution? These powers are necessarily 
supreme; the constitution, the acts of congress, and 
treaties being so declared by the express words of 
the constitution. Whenever, therefore, this govern- 
ment acts within the powers granted to it by the 
constitution, submission and obedience are due from 
all; from states as well as froin persons. And if this 
present the image of a master and a vassal, of state 
subjection and congressional domination, it is the 
constitution, created or consented to by the states 
that ordains these relations. Nor can it be said, in 
the contingency supposed, that an act of congress 
has repealed an act of state legislation. Undoubt.- 
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change, to deposites and to the supply of a circu- | On the bill "to OF MR. WISE, OF VIRGINIA. 3d. As to these means, too, congress was expressly ere e 
lation, excluding the power of discounti : e bill “to incorporate the subscribers to the | @@de independent, or self-dependent. As fi votes, 
sty Botds: And I Underatana far ing otal fiscal bank of the United States,” delivered in the it was given any power, so far was it made bp ide- os 
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can take no active part in such an experiment, and | his remaiks on the 16th section of te vie tal to great substantive powers, and ends of legisla- will b 
must reserve to myself the right of determining Mr. Wisk rose and said: Mr. Chairman, the main | tion “necessary and proper” to their execution or ever tl! 
whether I can or cannot vote for such a bill after I} part of my work is done, and done much better than accomplishment. ment i 
oe ge hy iecpeagh form, I asqnre ny friends that | I could have done it myself. The gentleman who The powers granted to congress to which this Upc 
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cutive veto of a bank of the United States, after ,of that part of this bill which his argument has left 4th. ‘To'coin money, regulate the value thereof, have | 
the sad experience of late years, Is an event which | behind. But 1 have in view other matter, and will and of foreign coin, &c. pat ing ki 
was not anticipated by the political friends of the | proceed to touch upon as much of it as Shrewsbury And the chief duty of congress to which it at- Ag 
president; certainly not by me. But it has come clock will allow. I would give the per diem of the taches is, to make <‘al duties, imposts and excises indep 
upon us with tremendous weight, and amidst the week for {wo hours instead of one. uniform throughout the United States.” this s 
greatest excitement within and without the metro- As to thie power of congress to incorporate a na- Such are the powers, and duty of congress. And “J 
olis.. The question now is, what shall ‘be done? | tional bank 1 have no scruples, 1 never had. At the clause of the constitution which I read different- the h 
hat, under this most embarrassing and unexpected | the very beginning of my public life I met that ques- ly from most others is that which concludes the 8th up as 
state of things, will our constituents expect of us? | tion without any, the least concealment, without | Section of the first article: its co 
What is required by the duty and the dignity of | reserve, and without defeat. I met it in a district «And to make all laws which shall be necessary 1,674 
congress? repeat that if, after a careful examina- | where the issue was at first doubtful, and in a state and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing [ v 
tion of the executive message, a bank can be de-| which has always been certainly opposed to my powers.” the c 
vised which will afford any remedy to existing evils, | opinions. These opinions have been expressed at| Now, here, sir, most gentlemen stop in their read- of th 
and secure the president's approbation, let the pro- | various times, in private and in public, in season and | ing, and their argument too, on this question. ‘They the d 
ject of such a bank be presented. Itshall encoun- out of season, and particularly at the extra session | never touch the subsequent and most important, Nc 
ter no opposition, if it should receive no support} of 1837, when the independent treasury bill was de- least studied and most misunderstood part of the cours 
from me. bated in congress. I then took occasion to advocate | constitution—the part of this clause which foliows: Sit 
But what further shall we do? Never, since I | both the constitutionality and expediency of a na- ‘and all other powers vested by this constitution In 1841 
have enjoyed the honor of participating in the pub- tional bank, and to threw myself in advance upon the government of the United States, or in any de- calle 
lic councils of the nation—a period now of near | the intelligence and virtue of the people whom I re- | partment or office thereof.” Mark this phraseology” it wa 
thirty-five years—have [ met congress under more | presented. throughout—“and all other powers.” There are 
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——— . 
ther powers besides those of congress, and besides 
te «foregoing powers,” which are powers of con- 
Again: “Allother powers vested by this 
e pstitution in the government of the U. States” — 
‘ane js the generic term; ‘‘or in any department” — 
there is the specific term; “‘or office thereof ””—-and 
there is the individual term. 

Then my argument is, that if a bank can be prov- 
ed, or has proved itself, a ‘‘necessary and proper” 
means to carry into execution “the foregoing pow- 
ers,” or any of “all other powers vested by the 
constitution in the government, or in any depart- 

ment or office thereof,’’ it is constitutional to char- 
ter if. 

The powers of congress, of the government en- 
tire, of any department or office thereof, are not all 
enumerated. An instance is, the power to recog- 
nise a new nation of the earth. There is a power 
resulting from the very existence of the government. 
It is lodged in congress by this clause. There is 
{he power to keep and control the public money. It 
jg nowhere expressly given, yet it belongs to con- 

ress. To keep that power out of the hands of the 
executive, congress must interpose some hand of the 
law. LI could never think of any other than a cor- 

oration or creature of some sort like a national 
bank. And there is the power to organize a trea- 
sury department, with its various offices, to which 
this means of a national bank seems most essential- 
ly necessary and proper, or it may be made a part 
of the very organization of such a department and 
its oflices. What is there to preventit? No form of a 
department is given in the constitution. But to the 

owers and duties of such a department and its of- 

ces, no matter how organized such a means seems 
more necessarily and properly to attach than to any 
of the ‘foregoing powers” of congress—such as the 
duties and powers of keeping, transferring and dis- 
bursing public money, without loss, and with the 
least cost and inconvenience of its officers and to 
the people. And thére is a power of congress to 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting 
the territory or other property of the United States, 
not enumerated in the “foregoing powers,”’ to which 
a bank can much more properly and necessarily at- 
tach than can distribution. 

Thus, sir, my views enlarge the extent and num- 
ber of powers and duties to which this means at- 
taches as necessary and proper. For its necessity and 
propriety I look alone to experience, that best of all 
teachers. From that teacher I learnt its value, 
especially to the south—that section which I argued 
to be more interested in a sound, safe and uniform 
currency than any other portion of the country not 
agricultural, and not so far distant from the great 
point of importation, where “hangs up the barome- 
ter of exchange.” 

Upon these grounds [I stood in 1837, have ever 
stood, and there I now stand. I have not changed 
a particle in principle upon the subject, nor shall I 
change from the nructioal coutes to which I have 
heretofore committed myself. 

In 1837 two practical questions or votes were put 
to me on this subject, and the action I maintained 
then I mean to maintain now. What were these 
votes, and what was that action? The committee 
of ways and means then reported a resolution declar- 
ing that it was “inexpedient to establish a national 
bank.” Tothat resolution I proposed the following 
amendment—(see cong. debates, vol. 14, part 1, page 
936 )—to add the words: 

“At this time. And be it further resolved, that it 
will be expedient to establish a nationa! bank when- 
ever there is a clear manifestation of public senti- 
ment in favor of such a measure.”’ 

_ Upon this amendment, at a subsequent day (see 
id. vol. 14, part 2, page 1,221), I made these re- 
marks; 

“The friends of a national bank are waiting for 
‘the moving of the waters;’ they are not ready to 
bring forward their plans ina positive form; they 
have no notion of standing up for the purpose of be- 
Ing knocked down.” 

_ Again: the same committee brought forward its 
Independent treasury bill, and discussing that and 
this subject together, I said: 

“TI shall wait for the troubling of the waters, for 
the healing of the people, for their voices to come 
up as a strong man for radical relief of the country, 
its constitution, its currency, its liberty.” —(Id. page 
1,674). 

[ voted against both the resolution and the bill of 
the committee of ways and means, in 1837. Neither 
of these votes would I undo if I conld, and by all 
the declarations I then made £ now abide. 

Now what did these declarations mean, and what 
course for me to pursue did they indicate? 

Sir, on the 27th, 28th and 29th days of January, 
1841, for three days I spoke earnestly against this 
seeds thin dog-day session. My third reason against 

was: 


“To prevent, during the present year, a premature 
agitation of the national bank question,” &c.— (See 
p. 3, of speech). 


At page 8th [ said: 

“Sir, 1 yield to no man in friendship to a proper- 
ly organized, properly located, and well managed 
national bank. And, as a friend to that measure, I 
inveigh especially against urging it prematurely, 
and in the midst of pressure.. If you press it too 
eagerly, too hastily, at the wrong time, you. will lose 
the question for twenty years to come. Sir, I have 
no ‘g that either of these measures shall be pre- 
sented to a called session, and be pushed through in 
the hc hoc hurry of political juggling. They all 
require time and reflection.” 


At page 36th I said: 

“As to the best mode of giving to the country a 
safe, sound and uniform currency, my opinions are 
well known to those who know any thing about my 
opinions at all. With Mr. Madison, I believe that 
a national bank is absolutely necessary, and must, 
try whatever other experiments you please, be re- 
sorted to inthe end. I believe such an institution 
not only constitutional and expedient, but, as a 
southern man and a state rights man, l support it 
as the best friend of the south, which is more in- 
jured by a bad currency than any other section of 
the country, and as the only means of creating a 
hand of the law for the legislative department, to 
keep the legislative power of the custody and the 
control of the public money out of the hands of the 
executive. The executive has ursurped that power 
by snatching the public money from the vaults of a 
national bank. I would create a national bank for 
the purpose of restoring to congress its constitu- 
tional fiscal power, if for no other purpose. That 
is one of the best modes of reducing executive pa- 
tronage. But my views on this question were deli- 
vered at length at the extra session of 1837. Now, 
I will only say that I will vote for such an_institu- 
tion if it be brought forward at the right time, if it 
be properly organized, and be located at the proper 
place—and that proper place with me will be as far 
as 1 can get it from the contaminating and dange- 
rous influences of stock jobbing and brokers.”’ 


Here, then, are my yee and my course, fully 
set forth in advance. I will wait “the moving and 
troubling of the waters!”? And what does that mean? 
It means that the bank ora bank is an “impotent 
man,” which has had an infirmity for more than 
thirty and eight years; an infirmity worse than lepro- 
sy to any measure in this country, and especially to 
one which depends upon any thing so delicate as 
credit for its vitality and vigor—the infirmity of a 
want of popular confidence. 


For reasons of that infirmity, another and another 
“steppeth down before’ it, though the “angel” has 
again and again come down into the pool and ‘trou- 
bled the water.”’ It has no man, when the water is 
troubled, to put it into the pool “by the sheep mar- 
ket, which is called by the Hebrew tongues Be- 
thesda, having five porches.” And there is no Om- 
nipotence passing by to say, not “step thou down 
into the pool;” no, Omnipotance never so speak- 
eth—but Omnipotence to say, “rise take up: thy bed 
and walk!” No, sir, no! But, passing by a poor 
fallible mortal, like the sinner who now addresses 
himself to this question, would humbly imitate di- 
vine goodness and wisdom, not divine power, by 
asking this impotent man, ‘wilt thou be made 
whole?”? And supposing the answer to be, “I would 
be made whole!” I would answer, wait, though 
you have been along time in this case, lie a yetlon- 
ger time for the ‘troubling of the water;”’ or for your 
Saviour to.see you lie in this case. And who is 
this impotent man? Saviour? Sir, the people!. The 
people alone can say. unto this impotent man, “rise, 
take up thy bed and walk!’’ And when that power 
bids him rise, immediately he will be made whole, 
and take up his bed and walk. And it will matter 
not then whether ‘fon the same. day was the Sab- 
bath;’’ for then the question of time will not occur, 
for “nullum tempus occurrit regi.”” When the 
people have settled the question, have healed the 
infirmity, then will'there be no reason for stepping 
into the pool, or for waiting until the troubling of the 
waters. 

‘To drop all figures of speech, there is nothing in 
which 1 ain firmer fixed in opinion now than that 
the most essential element of a national bank is po- 
pular confidence. On that it can alone rest in peace 
and permanent security, and based on that alone can 
it be a blessing to the country, and a yseful agent 
and friend to the laws. It must not be forced iato 
‘existence, so as to produce party agitation and to 
rouse popular resentment. If it is thus driven into 
being by a temporary majority, doubtful in its cha- 
vacter, the effects will be more dangerous than salu- 
tary, and more to be dreprecated than desired, even 





If this bill passes, can it be said to have passed by 
the votes of a majority of congress?. \There is:one 
vacancy in the senate, and it is doubtful. who. that 
vacancy wonld-be filled by—a friend or foe. Twe 
votes were withheld, which were present in the city, 
which it was well known would have. been given 
against the 16th section of the bill, without which 
two other votes could not have been carried for the 
bill. By the absence of three halves of state sove- 
reignties, this bill has been dodged, if not driven 
through one branch of congress, Will the people 
be satisfied with this expression of the will of the 
states? 
Again: two of the states of this union are not re- 
presented on this floor at all. Gentlemen need not 
gay that there are votes enough here to pass the bill 
without their votes, or that the true will of the states 
is not fairly represented in the other end of the capi- 
tol. All these facts are elements of strife; are fuel 
for the fire of agitation; are pretexts for that fearful 
ery of demolition, repeal' repeal! repeal! I cannot 
say what will be the termination of that struggle for 
reneal, if it ever begins and rages as'I fear it would 
if a bank biil passes without a more decisive mani- 
festation of the popular and state wills than we have 
had or can have at this session. I will say, howe- 
ver; that though, with my constitutional views, it is 
absurd to talk about repealing an unconstitutional 
law; because repeal is a legislative act, which would 
admit the binding force and obligation of the Jaw re- 
pealed, and the law, if it be unconstitutional, is null 
and void without repeal; yet, if I believed thisor any 
law to be unconstitutional, [ could not apply to it 
the doctrines of vested tighter te rights could be 
vested under it, because there would be no law to 
vest any thing atall. And is there no mode to test 
its constitutionality, without admitting it by ‘re- 
eal?” Yes. By thesupremecourt., Ay, that tri- 
unal is alionin the path. It isa roaring lion,— 
Would I trust my stuck to it as now constituted?— 
Beware! [ would not for the world assail the sanc- 
tity of the ermine of that tribunal; but the opinions 
and actions of men are known, and the sanctity of 
the ermine.cannot change the character of the men. 
May we not wait until the waters there too be trou- 
bled? Can we charter at a venture, or purchase 
stock at a venture, upon what may be its opinions? 
Who removed Duane? Who removed. the deposites? 
Upon what grounds? Who have since been appoint- 
ed on that supreme bench? How many? By whom? 
Count—wait! 

What if, for these reasons, the bidders for stocic 
be few? The government may take another third, 
we are told, by the bill. Then the government 
would hold too much stock. I could not vote for 
the general government to hold two-thirds of the 
stock. I believe in the following resolution—(See 
Register Debates, vol. b4th, part 1, page 936): 

“Mr. Bell (the present secretary of war) then 
laid on the table the following, to be submitted as an 
amendment (to the resolution declaring it was inex- 
pedient to establish a national bank in 1837); 

«And that the adoption of the plan recommended 
by the president for the collection and disbursement 
of the public revenue through the agency of sub- 
treasuries, by means of which the public moneys 
would: be under the unchecked control of officers 
holding their-places at the will of the executive, and 
often his mere creatures and dependants, or the es- 
tablishment of a national bank, or any fiscal system 
in the nature of a bank, founded opon the credit and 
revenues of the government, would. be inconsistent 
with the spirit of a free constitution, and dangerous 
to the liberties of the country.” 

What if all the private stock should be taken and 
the bank should go into operation in the midst of 
agitation? What would be the consequences? — 
Kither that it would, if warred upon by the govern- 
ment or a strong party, by king one or king many— 
king one I say, for the present pure and patriotic 
president cannot last throughout three lifetimes 
twenty-one years, until this charter expires—be like 
a. land-terrapin, when touched, contract all its feet 
and head in its shell, do no business, issue not and 
discount not at all, and become wholly inefficient 
and inert, to lie in the way of the wheels of power to 
be crushed; or, it would be compelled to unite with 
power, unite its money capital with political capi- 
tal, or war with both, and be in either case a curse 
of corruption to itself, the government and the whole 
country! ‘This we know would be its fate, from the 
experience of the’past. And therefore I wait awhile 
upon the people. My constituents are as united on 
this question as a district can be. Why may I not 
then, act on their willalone? I may. But fore I 
vote for a bank charter I must be sure that they get 
a blessing and not a curse. And I must have a de- 
cided majority of the whole nation concurring with 
them before I can be sure of that. I cannot commit 
their interests to any doubiful issues on this qués- 





by the friends of such an institution. 


tion. The bank must be permanently founded, not 
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to be disturbed by popular revulsions and party pas- 


sions. 


lives in the Van Buren party—coming out from 
among them, as the old song of Jawbone has it, 


“One by one and two by two—”’ 


ture on its existence, and not until then ever again. pene Does: ware: revived: eng %; clepeepamianovens 


_ But we are told that the people have already de- 
cided this; that it was settled b 
majority in the last elections. 


There were so many issues in that election that itis 
difficult to say what one was decided. There were 


0 prea aeme p sentiment by which I still stand in the two senses I 


formed. It became my luck to describe that union 
‘a union of the whigs for the sake of the union;”’ a 


uttered it at first: a union ‘for the sake of the 
union.” Nota union for party, for proscription, for 


different issues at different places. Every thing power; but @ union, holy and sacred, for the good of 


was involved, in fact, in that election. It rather 
embraced, I should say, fundamental questions than 
any mere questions of administrative policy. Every 
where, when I addressed the pzople, i urged upon 
them that banks, tariffs, public lands, and all mere 
issues of policy or construction, sunk into insignifi- 
cance before the great sceial and moral principles 
involved in that strugsle for reform. They were 
told every where that common honesty, economy, 
public virtue and ‘official integrity and purity were 
above all banks or other questions of that sort. And 
if called to sa:7 what was decided, my answer would 
be, “the P&ople felt and were convinced that they 
were M!'sgoverned, and their power abused; that de- 
falcat'.on had become too common; corruption too 
mv .ch the order of the day; that economy and ho- 
"1esty were wanting, and that the leading measure 
of the then administration—the sub-treasury—was 
dangerous and despotic, and should be repealed; that 
they determined upon a change of servants, and to 
allow another set of men to try to reform abuses, and 
right the ship of state; to try in their own way, and 
to be responsible for their acts.” This was what 
was decided. And upon the party which the peo- 
ple brought into powerI have a commentary to 
make. IJts motto was ‘Tippecanoe and Tyler too!” 
A friend remarked to me the other day that this 
motto proves “there is truth in poetry.’ It is the 
text to preach from. It describes the rationale of 
success in the election. It gives the stipulation of 
the bond of union among the whigs. It indicates 
what were their differences and compromises; and, 
lastly, what should be their couise, if they would be 

wise and remain strong in place and in the confi- 

dence of the people. 

Let us discuss the terms of this text, ““Tippeca- 
noe.” This term was the sign and representative 
of one class of potiticians. Itis true that it stood for 
the name of gen. Harrison. He originally had been 
a Jeffersonian republican, and certainly: in 1822 had 
expressly denied the constitutionality of a bank of 
the United States. But afterwards hé became unit- 
ed with what was thought to be the federal or Jatitu- 
fjinarian party, in 1828. And he was the very first 
of that party, next to John Quince Adams, whom 
gen. Jackson turned out of office,-by recalling him 
from a foreign mission. He thus became identified 
with the discarded coalition of that date. He ne- 
ver, so faras I knew, avowed any change in his 
opinion as to the constitutionality of the bank — 
“True, he did say that he would sign a charter when- 
ever, or jf it wag made apparent, it was necessary 
and proper. So Mr. Jefferson himself said before 
him. But neither ever said, so far as I ever heard, 
that he did think it necessary and proper, and that 
he would accordingly give it his sanction. But 
still, however doubtful or clear may have been his 
opinions, known or unknown, on this point, it is 
not to be disguised that in him were fixed the hones 


- Se the whig partv who b=" Geen khown’ as 
1e nation 


_aawe sepUDdDLICANS “of 1828. “Tippecanoe,” 
then, was not only another name for gen. Harrison, 
but it was the “sign” and watchword in this motto 
of that portion of the whigs who had been but short- 
ly before known as the nationals. 

The nationals in 1833 had dropped their nane.— 
Another would ‘‘smell as sweet.” This they did 
because nullification in 1831-’32, and the removal 
of the deposites in 1833, had driven off from the 
Jackson party a large portion of republicans, with 
whom they wished to unite. The Jackson party 
had appropriated the’name of democrat; the retreat- 
ing republicans of 1833 would not endure the name 
of nationals; the nationals were glad enough to drop 
a name which had lost its odor, and the opposition, 
composed then of the two latter parties, united in a 
common cause upon the name whig. 

This union was not at-first complete. There was 
from the beginning mutual jealousy and distrust.— 
They could no more mix than “oil and vinegar.””"— 
They fought in 1836 in different squads: the repub- 
Jican whigs under the banner of that nomen venara- 
bile—that American Cato, and civilian and states- 
yoan—Hugh L. White; the national whigs under 
that illustrious soldier, Wm. Henry Harrison: and 
they were defeated. Defeat taught thein that, to be 


the country. Not aunion for the sake of one man, 
in or out of the presidency, or his followers, nation- 
als or republicans, or conservative whigs; but a 
union for the sake of all three and more—for the 
sake of all parties, embracing even locos and de- 
structives! This was the patriotic sense and prima- 
ry sense of that sentiment. And Ihave not depart- 
ed from it in that sense and in no sense. For, the 
second sense was not seen, and was a party sense. 
I meant for the sake of the union of the whigs, as 
well as for the sake of the union of the country, ina 
secondary sense. That is, that whigs should really 
compromise their old feelings and sentiments, and 
not proscribe each other, for the sake of remaining 
united. I meant that they should strive together to 
yield up, on a common altar, some portions of past 
differences, in order that they might derive strength 
and perpetuity of party from the bond of union.— 
And this they each and all isopliedly pledged them- 
selves to do in the motto— - 


“Tippecanoe and Tyler too.” 

“Tyler too.” These words were each significant. 
The word “Tippecanoe” preceded them, because 
the nationals were the more numerous portion of 
the whigs. By numbers they were entitled to have 
their name to precede, their man to preside. But 
without “the republican portion of the whig party” 
they could not conquer, and therefore they were 
oe oe to add to “Tippecanoe” the “Tyler too.” 
“In hoc vince!”? With this union,this combination, 
the various classes of whigs did conquer. Novem- 
ber came; the election decided their victory. The 
ides of March came, and “Tippecanoe and Tyler 
too”’ were installed. 


And not only was “Tippecanoe” installed, but 
“Tyler too.’ Not only was “Tippecanoe” voted 
for, but “Tyler too.” Notonly were the principles 
of *“Tippecanoe” to be respected and observed, but 
those of “Tyler too.” And what were the princi- 
rles of “Tyler too??? They were not left in doubt. 
They were republican. ‘hey were the principles 
of “state rights” and ‘‘striet eonstruetion;” they 
were opposed to the constitutionality of a bank of 
the U. States, ofa protective tariff, and every thing 
federal and latitudinarian. The stipulation, then, 
was not to deride and scoff at these principles, but 
to respect and cherish, and not destroy them; and 
the main stipulation was not to press upon their ad- 
vocates ulira issues of any kind, and then proscribe 
them for not deserting or for defending their princi- 
ples. This was the compromise, and the course 
was clear to be pursued. ‘To take time for concili- 
ation, and for the maturity of measures, and not to 
hurry into a system to revolutionize the policy of 
the government too suddenly. The republican 
whigs were themselves divided into two classes on 
this subject—those who believed in the constitu- 
tionality of a bank charter, and those who did not. 
Of the former ! \4s ones but though I had no seru- 
ples on the subject myself, I was never one of those 
who did not respect the scruples of others. And 
under the bonds of the whig union, I, for one, feel 
bound and pledged to respect the scruples of the 
other—of “Tyler too.” 

“Tyler too”? was the sign and representative of 
the “republican portion of the whig party.” ‘Tip- 
pecanoe”’ is dead, “Tyler too,” yet liveth, and the 
“republican portion of the whig party” has it in its 
own power to compel respect, if not toleration. Of 
‘the republican portion of the whiz party,” and yet 
foy the constitutionality of a United States bank, I 
may well claim to be one of the fair arbiters of this 
vexed question. What do I say, then? Do not press 
upon the ““Iylers too” these uitraissues. If the 
bank question is lost now, it will be for twenty years 
tocome! This I repeat, as.I said it in January, 
1841. Violate your pledges of 1840 to your compia- 
tiiots in the struggle of that year, and you may lose 
this great and vital question for twenty years to 
come, and may be left as prostrale, supine, power- 
less and pitiless as you were in 1828! 1 beseech 
you not to adopt such doctrines and motives of con- 
duct as are assigned in the national organ of the 3d 
instant: 

“But what security have we for the permanent 
ascendency of the whigs in the nation and in the 





strong, they must be undivided. Anda new acces- 
sion of strength coming in daily, as auxiliaries, un- 


public councils? Every thing human, like every 
thing else in nature, is subject to change. Beneath 





——__ 
: der the name of conservatives—a party driven out|the influence of mime aud the elements, the ».. 
We cannot abide that uncertain sea and its | by those whom they called the Se Deo destruc- ey the m 

awful storms. When the bank may commence its ; 


career in peace and in confidence—when the people 
in their sovereign power have decided that it may 
and shail exist undisturbed, then we will gladly ven- 


stately edifice crumbles uito dust. The loftiest 
of the forest, when the tempest ris¢s in its fury i. 
compelled to bow his stately head, and, in spite of 
his “hundred arms so strong,” to yield his leafy ho. 
nors to the plain. Are we not snbject also to moral 
tempests, as well as atmospherical? Have we not jp 
our day experienced them? Have we not seen our 
brightest hopes blasted by them? Ought any great 
and good and valuable measure, that is now Within 
our power, to be subjected to the hazard of a recur. 
rence of such political revolutions as we have our. 
selves heretofore witnessed? Is it wise, is it politic 

is it safe, to put off to a future day a measure of such 
vast importance, and fraught with so much promise 
as that whose adoption we are urging, when we can 
now, accomplish it?” 

What is the meaning of this? Not “to make hay 
whilst the sun shines??? No! That is a wise and 
prudent maxim of the husbandman. But I hope it 
means not to snatch, whilst you have the power to 
do so, measures which the people may not approve! 
I oppose this heresy by the counter advice to move 
cautiously, and wait for the movements of the people, 
Snatch nothing from them, but abide their gracious 
pleasure to give. 

The people have not yet decided this question in 
favor of the constitutionality of a bank, and the presi- 
dent of the United States, in his message to us, Says 
that they have expressiy decided against its charter, 
But, say gentlemen, a president, believing both that 
a bank is unconstitutional, and that the people too 
have decided against it, may waive the constitutional 
question, take that as no question, and upon the 
principle of “stare decisis,” following the illustrious 
example of Mr. Madison, sign a charter or bill au- 
thorising the charter of a national bank. Certainly 
a president may do this; but is he justifiable upon 
the principle assumed? 

I do not pretend to say that Mr. Madison was not 

justifiable, because my opinion has ever been, and 

still is, that he had in fact changed his opinion in 

relation to the propriety, and necessity, and consti- 

tutionality of a United States bank. I will not stop 

to show this from his writings; but I do undertake 

to say that he was justifiable on no other ground 

than this. In other words, if he had not in fact 

changed his opinion on the point of constitutionality, 

no principle of ‘stare decisis”? could justify him in 

sanctioning what he still thought an unconstitutional 

law. Ispeak now in reference to his sanction, with 
his opinion still unchanged, still against the consti- 

tutionality of the law. 

I say that no president, believing any law to be 

unconstitutional, is justifiable in conscience in sanc- 

tioning that law. The principle of ‘stare decisis” 

cannot justify him. ‘That principle cannot justify 

him, because it applies only, and can only apply, to 

the execution of laws by a president, and not to the 

passage of laws. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Ser- 

GEANT), met this question with equal ability and 

fairness: He did not pretend that the decision of 
the people, the decision of congress, or the decision 

of the supreme court, was in any sense binding upon 

the conscience of a president to sign a bill which, 

under previous and expired legislation, had been 

declared by all these decisions to be unconstitu- 

tional; but urged that such decisions were properly 

to be received as a final settlement of the question, 

and {ue question was to be considered as no longer 

existing. This is the extent to which he went. I 

confess that, though I differ from him, his argument 

was powerful to reach the end he aimed at, as he 

said, ‘‘to set the president free from the trammels of 
his own individual convictions.” The position is a 
very strong one, indeed, that uniform and concur- 
rent decisions, popular, legislative, executive and 
judicial, may set a man free from his oath to sup- 
port the constitution of the United States! Sir, this 
must be an error. The gentleman denies that the 
president swears to support the constitution ani to 
execute the laws ‘“‘as he understands them.” This I 
admit, as far as the execution of the laws and of the 
constitution is concerned. He cited the case of the 
citizen who fails or retuses to obey what he deeins 
an unconstitutional faw—the marshal who should re- 
fuse to execute what he deeins unconstitutional pro- 
cess. Sir, it is not the province of the citizen or mar- 
shal to judge or decide upon the constitutionality of 
an existing law. The citizen must obey the law pass- 
ed by the legislature, and decided to be law by the 
tribanals of justice appointed under the constitu- 
tion to decide what is law. It is not his province 
to judge upon the validity of laws at all, except at 
the polls. There he may eniorce his opinion by his 
vote. But until the law expires, ts repealed, ot its 
unconstitutionality be decided by the courts, he 1s 
guilty of treason or rebellion if he resists its execn- 
tion. But here let me add that one of the wise ob- 
jects of the veto provision in the constitution was to 
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t oak re sequences of constructiv< treason down upon the | to them; and when, too, as I have shown, he could | ali—be divided into parts, and partly yielded and 
Y, is (cael The tariff Coutroversy in South Carolina | not do less than faithfully execute an existing law, | partly denied? It is an entierty. It exists or don’t 
te of oe nt illustrate this. Again: the marshal is but|of the validity of which it was not his province tojexist. How can it—the mere naked question of 
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- Our re law, passed already, he is merely an executive | two days only before he went out of office. it is suf- | must admit that thing fo exist. ell, how is it with 
sTeat "cia: ‘He has no power to judge whether an ex- | ficient to say that the secretary of the treasury was this 16th rule of the bill? — 
ithin eatin law be constitutional. He is sworn to take| then, as he is now, a legislative officer, who re-| ‘16. The directors of said corporation shall estab- 
cur. z oe the laws, no matter what may be his opi- | ported to congress and not to the president, and was | lish one competent office of discount and deposit 
Our. pe oe about their validity or the decisions respecting | one over whom he could take no control, without/in any state in which two thousand shares shall have 
itie, them are faithfully executed. The inferior judges | being guilty of usurpation and tyranny. _ | been subscribed 9 a be held, whenever, upon 
such even. iat the courts, and the succeeding supreme} Certainly it is that these distinctions are canoniz- | application of the legislature of each state, congress 
nise ‘ydges, are in principle bound by the decisions of| ed in the republican faith. No decision of a majori- | may by law require the same. And the said direc- 
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ays They may, as persuasive or argumentative authori-| ‘*House of representatives, Feb. 18, 1819, In com- | after presumed. And provided, nevertheless, ‘That 
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onal is not a question as to the execution of the law, but} be instruced to report a bill to repeal the act entit- | in any of the states whatever, and the establishment 
the as to its creation. When a new bank charter is| led ‘an act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank | thereof shall be directed by law, it shall be the duty 
ous proposed to the signature of the president, he is ask- | of the United States,’ passed April 10, 1816: of the said directors to establish such office or offices 
au- ed—not whether he will resist the legislative and| ‘Mr. Tyler said: The question whether it be | accordingly. 
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pon the passage of the law—not whether the law shall | vides itself into two heads of inquiry. First, whe- any state where there are 2,000 shares, whenever, 
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and the province of the president, or the citizen, or the | forfeiture? The decision of the first would preclude | @}. jg jn congress undivided. A state may apply for 
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ake to support the constitution, is bound to decide whe- | of ny oath, hesitate to repair the breach thus made | such state. Here the power is left in congress, or 
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act ruage of the constitution, ‘the shall return it with | itself of doing so without violating the public faith.” | state, 
ity, his reasons.”’ “But believing, also, that it is expedient to put it 3d. Branches thus established can only be with- 
} in The gentleman from Pennsylvania, however,| down, and other gentlemen feeling themselves at | grawn or removed with the previous assent of con- 
nal treated these ““Tylers too,” these scrupulous repub- | liberty to follow up that inquiry, | propose to €X-|oress, Here the power to do is still in congress or 
ith lican abstractionists, with much liberality, and yield- | press to you my views on that subject. its corporation, and the power to undo reserved, too, 
ti- ed them, at least, perfect freedom. He released| His last words were, in that speech: to congress. 
them from the obligation of conscience and the con-| ‘Let my fate be what it may, I have discharged 4th. The states are graciously given the time at 
be stituticn, to bring them into the “glorious liberty” | my duty, and I am regardless of consequences. the first sessions of their legislatures after this act to 
ac~ of the decisions of a majority! But my colleague,| Mr. SerGEAnrt, we are told, followed him, and unconditionally assent or dissent, or assent will be 
is” (Mr. Borts), carried this doctrine much further.| must have heard what he said. And this opinion | resumed. Why should dissent not be benno 
ify l confess he was novel and original, quite so, on| he has never changed or recanted, as far as I know by thoze who deny the power? A man, whose right 
lo this point. He laid down the sie iors broadly | or have ever seen or heard. I deny totally, gives me notice that if, by a given 
he that the president is sworn to submit his private} | [Here Mr. Wise was cut off by the hour rule; | time, T nether assent nor dissent unconditionally to 
opinion, and official too, to the decision of the su-| and what follows is what he would have said, had something, he will presume my assent to his right 
R- preme court of the United States, under the pre-|he been permitted to proceed.]} to my land or other property. Am I bound to as- 
nd vious law! He says that the president “has no right} The veto power, I should think, could not be held | gant or dissent, either conditionally or uncondilion- 
of of thought”? on the question of constitutionality!—| by one of these opinions, unchanged, to be a mere ally? Andif Iam bound to do neither, will the 
on This doctrine is no less extraordinary than in the| ministerial act, or even an executive act only, in- | omission to do either give his presumption the right 
on face of the constitution. My colleague was led into! volving no power or function of judgment, no as- | he claims? And are the states bound to do either 
sh, this gross absurdity by failing simply to distinguish | sent or dissent of the mind or conscience of one | aot, conditionally or unconditionally? If not, will 
en between the oath to “execute the office of presi-| acting under an oath to support the constitution, | their omission to do either confer a constitutional 
u- dent,” &e. prescribed by article 2d, section Ist of] and bound imperatively to approve or disapprove power on this government which it does not possess? 
ly the constitution, and the duty imposed by article 2d,| a proposed law. I observe that the veto power is | Can even the assent, unconditional, and even invit. 
ny section 3d, that ‘the shall take care that the laws be | inserted in the 7ih section of the Ist article of the | jing and imprecating, confer a power which the con- 
er faithfully executed.” By failing too, to discriminate constitution, which prescribes the legislative POW- | stitution does not confer already? But the dissent 
I between faithfully executing laws already passed, | ers, and is long antecedent in that instrument to | ust be unconditional, or the assent will be presum- 
nt and sanctioning laws proposed to him merely for| the 2d article, which prescribes ‘the executive |eq. And yet, 
he his approval. Now, the “office of president of the | power.” Whether it be legislative or excutive,| 5th. It is provided at last, after all this complex 
of United States” requires, under section 7th of article | though, in its nature, it involves, quoad the consti- | eondititional and unconditional assent or dissent, or 
a Ist, that, when a bill ‘shall have passed the house | tutionality or expediency either of a law, a duty to | assent to be presumed, that “whenever it becomes 
ir. of representatives and the senate,” it ‘shall, before | approve or disapprove, and a free and full right of | necessary and proper, congress may by law compel 
nd it become a law, be presented to the president of| judgment and discretion in the president. — I'hat | the directors to establish branches in any of the 
p- the United States; if he approve, he shall sign it,| right of judgment, in any official sense or action, is | tates whatever; ay, even though every state in the 
lis but if not, he shall return it, wiih his objections, to| gone from bim as soon as the proposed measure | ynion, within the time allowed, should uncondition- 
he that house in which it shall have originated,’’ &c.| becomes a law. And the very purpose of the veto ally dissent. Was there ever such an absurd batch 
to But, when once a law, by section 3d, article 2d, it} power is to pectact an spre os we hry of contradictions strung together? 
¥ | needs not his approval, is beyond his disapproval, | against a majority. 1y should a majority, ‘ ee Ue? ; a 
he and ‘the shall icles care that it be faithfully aeaante > set up to overrule the president, even if there 1 pg Arg kg laa Pa “ 
he ed.” The constitution is plain in its distinction} was a majority? besa . 
ns between the passage of a law and the execution of| But we are told that this bill does respect the con-| And aftera hurly-burly of assent and dissent, un- 
e- alaw. In the one case, if he approve, be shall sign} stitutional scruples of that portion of the republicans constitutional dissent or assent, or assent presumed— 
O- it, and if not, he shall return it. He is not left the op-| of the whig party who deny the power of congress | enough to make a head ache—it at last flourishes 
r- lion even of transcending the ten days, to allow it| to incorporate a national bank, We are told that it | out of the dizzy maze by asserting the unqualified, 
of to become a law by the lapse of the time limited | contains a compromise. A compromise! What is | unlimited, absolute power in congress to establish 
S- for the return of a bill. He must exercise his judg- | that? Something which I always dread—-something the bank and its branches where it’ pleases, nolens 
he ment, or how can he ‘‘approve”’ or “disapprove” the | which usually abstracts one-half from the right| volens—will ye, nill ye! It is only equalied by a 
u- passage of a law? But he must execute a law ai-|to the wrong, with the reserved privilege to the | sort of an Irish argument | heard in its support: 
ce 1eady passed, whether he approve it or not; for, in| stronger side not.to keep the faith, even at that rate | ‘It either gives the power or it does hot give the 
at that ease, it is not his province to judge, either for| of advantage. It is something which I never ad-| power. If it gives ‘the power, why it gives the 
is approval or disapproval. It was under these plain| vised aclient to accede to unless he had a bad cause, | power; and if it don’t give the power, why it don 
its distinctions, undoubtedly, that Mr. Jefferson signed | to have which, however bad, submitted to arbitra- | give the power. And what amore would ye have? 
is a bill for a branch bank at New Orleans. There] tors, was to be sure to get a right in which he had Surely ye’re unreasonable if ye can’t be satisfied 
- the act was in the nature of an act to execute an al-| no interest ‘‘split into the difference” im his favor! with neither view, when there are some of us 
b- ready existing law. It was to extend the benefits| It means always. at least that something is yielded | who are satisfied with eiiber view; so come in, and 
lo ofthe bank of the United States, already in being,' on both sides. Now, pray tcil me how can a con-lbe united upon a propos:tion wiich must please 
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all, for it’s either or neither of what ye would have, 
or it’s all ye would have, or just nothing at all, at 
all!”’ , 

Now such a proposition as _ this pays no respect 
whatever to the intelligence or the honesty and 'sin- 
cerity of those who deny the power to congress to 
charter a bank. On its face it presumesa hard con- 
science or a soft head in the bosom or on the shoul- 
ders of those to whom it is addressed, as even a 
compromise upon a subject which cannot be com- 
promised. For myself, having no scruples about 
the power of congress, [ could individually adopt it 
as a direct assertion of power more strong than the 
bill would make without it. But I must confess 
that, did I doubt the power of congress, even though 
I had resolved to imitate the example of Mr. Madi- 
son, and to sanction a charter, I would veto this bill 
with this clause in it, lest the world and posterity 
might suppose, as they certainly would, either that 
I had not intellect enough to discover its patent ab- 
surdity, or that I had a conscience pliant enough to 
catch at such a pretext to evade asolemn oath. I 
can well excuse the course of Mr. Madison, sign- 
‘ng as he did no dubious charter as to the power; 
but never could trust either the sagacity or sin- 
cerity of that man who would veto this bill with- 
out this clause, for reasons of constitutional scruple, 
and yet sign it for the reason of the insertion of this 
clause. 

I cannot regard it as inserted in good faith. If the 
bill be signed, every partisan of the power to incor- 
porate a national bank by congress will be truly as- 
sured that it impairs not, denies not, but emphati- 
cally asserts that power! And, if it be vetoed, the 
president will be arraigned for not giving his sanc- 
tion to a pretended compromise! This is to be the 
effect of it, and 1 will not give it the least toleration 
or countenance. Let what will come, I will not 
treat any man, whom I have elected to any office 
with known public and published constitutional opi- 
nions and conscientious scruples, with such gross 
injustice, or torture him with any such cruel test, 
as that of this bill with this clause in its provisions. 
Sir, I would, perhaps, steal Promethean fire from 
Heaven, but I would not and will not steal the pow- 
ers of the constitution. Nor will I be particeps cri- 
minis in the act. Pass the bill, and let it go to the 
wesident. Its fate, I hope, will soon be known. 

hatever that may be, it will become a law, or be 
vetoed without my vote. 

I now, like Giles of old, may be reproached with 
having denied the abstractions of Virginia, and yet 
with having yielded practical obedience to them.— 
And, like Giles, I may suffer martyrdom for that 
practical obedience, But let me say to my collea- 
gue, (Mr. Stuart), that ifGiles was punished for 
denying the abstraction of instructions—a doctrine 
which I never heard any Virginian deride as an ab- 
straction before, even though he yielded practical 
obedience to its mandate from his mother state— 
with how many more stripes shall he be punished 
who not only denies, but derides, all her cherished 
abstractions-—all the tenets of her fond taith—and 
that, too, in a land of strangers! Sir, my colleague 
(Mr. STUART) excepted to the gentleman from N. 
Carolina (Mr. SaunpeErs) saying that in 1816 the 
constitutional question was not raised. He very 
»roperly replied that a constitutional question al- 
ways rises of itself, without being raised. That is 
true; I agree with him that, not like Samuel, it re- 
quires no Witch of Endor to wave her magic wand 
to raise it up before the consciences and minds of 
the true lovers of the constitution. But there are 





those, sir, who, when it does rise up before them, 
habitually ery it down! down! down! and those who, 
will not permit others to raise it up on its feet with- | 
out upbraiding them with the federal scoff of ‘‘ab- 
stractionist!” 

Abstractionist! I take that name—I will adopt it, 
and write itin my book of books. Let it be abused 
and denounced and derided by those who have been 
overcoine before now by the principle it imports— 
the great and mighty and invincible principle of 
constitutional republicanism! Parties know the 
value of hard names. Republicanism has borne 
more opprobrium than this—it has been called Ja- 
cobinism, and democrats have been called red- 
waistcoats and even infidels and illuminati. This 
nickname of modern times is not half so bad as those 
applied to it of old, when it was triumphant, as it 
will be again. Under its real name none dare assail 
it, and this proves its power to exist still among the 
people. Abstractionists can well bear a name 
which, in term, imports that they are those who can 
and will die for principle—and that is the meaning 
of the reproach in these degenerate days to Virginia. 
“She will die of an abstraction!” 

Let my colleague take care of his health, for I 
warn bim that he will be sick of this nickname be- 





fore he is done with it. Does he mean, and those 
with whom he acis mean, that the naine of **whig” 


is henceforth dropped? Be it so.. We will reorga- 
nize, if he will have it: so, and go before the sove- 
reign people under the less imposing and the oppos- 
ing names of “abstractionists’’ on the one side and 
‘snationals” on the other—the former “the cogno- 
men of constitutional republicanism, the latter, of 
national republicanism’’—the former representing 
the doctrines and principles of 1798, of state sove- 
reignty and popular rights, and the latter the doc- 
trines of federal consolidation and centralization.— 
In this contest I take my side, and am ‘‘an abstrac- 
tionist.”” I-glory in the name, and confident of the 
issue, I appeal only to the oldrepublicans to—rally! 


TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. 


FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

August 19. Mr. Morehead presented a memorial 
from some merchantsin Louisville, Kentucky, stat- 
ing that they had made large orders of coffee, not 
anticipating any duty, and asking that that article 
may be exempt from daty. ; 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Wright, 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law for the appointment of the commissioned officers 
employed in the revenue cutter service of the United 
States by the president and senate in the same manner 
that commissioned officers in the naval service of the 
United States are appointed; and also of prescribi 
by law a just and proper rank as between them an 
the officers of the navy when both are employed toge- 
ther upon’ the same service; and that the committee re- 
port by bill or otherwise at the next session of congress. 

The resolution of Mr. Woodbury directing the 
committee on the District of Columbia to inquire 
into the nature and extent of disturbarices in the 
gallery of the senate, in two instances this session, 
viz: the passage of the fiscal bank bill, and the 
reading of the president’s veto on said bill; and also 
of the disturbance at or near the presideat’s house 
the night ensuing said veto, and also the measures 
that may be necessary to prevent the different de- 
partments of government from violent molestation 
at Washington, was taken up. 

Mr. Merrick thought it was not the appropriate 
business of a committee of this body, to investigate 
disorderly proceedings that might have taken place 
in this city; it belonged to the civil authorities, and 
if they had not sufficient power for this purpose, 
congress ought to pass the requisite laws for their 
assistance. It was also inappropriate, and unne- 
cessary to go back and inquire into past disturban- 
ces, which the senate had acted on at the time, and 
passed over; it might be proper to take measures 
to prevent future occurrences of this kind, in the 
senate galleries or lobbies. 

Mr. Woodbury advocated the resolution. 

Messrs. King, Preston and others, briefly gave 
their views, concurring in the importance of neces- 
sary laws to ensure peace at the seat of govern- 
ment, and security to the public officers. 

The resolution was then laid on the table, to next 
session. 

Mr. Rives gave notice that he should on Saturday 
renewed his motion to go into the consideration of 
executive business. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, hoped that the land bill 
would be disposed of to-day, or at furthest to-mor- 
row. Ifthey were going into executive session on 
Saturday he hoped the final vote on the bill would 
be taken at once. 

Mr. Benton, (with his hands full of slips of paper). 
[ have ouly ten amendments to offer myself. 

The land bill was then taken up—the question 
pending being the amendment of Mr. Fulton to 





) make the distribution of the nett proceeds according 
, to the ratio of representation in congress. 


After a few remarks from Mr. Fulton, the ques- 
tion was taken on his amendment, and lost by a tie 
vote; yeas 21, nays 21. 

Mr. Sevier then moved to amend the bill so as to 
declare that all the public land which had been in 


should revert to the states. 

On this proposition a debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. Smith, of Indiana, Benton, Linn, Sevier aud 
others took part; when the question was taken and 
decided in the negative; yeas 15, nays 30. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, then moved to amend the 
bill by extending the graduation principle to it. 

This was debated by Messrs. Smith, of Indiana, 
Benton and Clay, of Alabama, when the question 
was taken on its adoption and decided in the neza- 
tive; yeas 18, nays 27. 

Mr. Benton rose with his hand full of amend- 
ments, which he proposed to offer. How stands 
the time by our Shrewsbury clock? Is it not the 
hour for taking up the veto? Or are we to have 
another postponement? He hoped the land bill 
would be passed over informally. 





Which was done; and the senate took up the spe. 
cial order, being the executive veto on the jj 
chartering the fiscal bank of the United State 
which subject occupied the aitention of the seng 
till a late hour, as stated in our brief report of yes. 
terday, inserted in the last Register, page 395, 


August 20. Mr. Buchanan presented a remon. 
strance from the board of trade of Philadelphia, 
against the passage of a bankrupt law, retrospective 
in its operation. 

The bill to revive and extend the charters of the 
banks of the District of Columbia, as amended by 
the house of representatives, was taken up, and, af. 
ter a few explanatory remarks from Mr. Merrick, 
and a reply against the bill by Mr. Benton, the 
question was taken on concurring in the amend. 
ments of the house, and decided in the affirmative, 


as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
i Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More. 
rentiss, Preston, Simmons, 
adiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White—24, 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, 
McRobherts, Pierce, Sturgeon, Tappan, 

Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright—14. 

Mr. Calhoun presented the proceedings and reso- 
lutions of a meeting of citizens of Goochland county, 
Virginia, condemning the measures of the present 
extra session of congress, a national bank, distribu- 
tion, &c. and applauding the honorable course of 
umer, Hunter and Mallory, repre- 
sentatives from that state, in their transaction ot 
the public business, and the vigilance with which 
they have guarded against the deleterious measures 
of the session; also, declaring the unconstitution- 
ality of anational bank, and expressing their earnest 
desire that its injurious effects to the country would 
be arrested by a veto from the president. 


Mr. Calhoun expressed his concurrence in the 
resolutions, and briefly adverted to the ruinous con- 
sequences of all banks to the country, expressing 
his joy at the veto of the president on the bank 
charter that had been passed at this extra session. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. Benton 
and Archer, the proceedings were laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

The distribution and pre-emption bill- was again 


agg in ge 
a 
Smith, of Lad 


Fulton, Linn, 


Messrs. Wise, 


taken up. 


Mr. King offered an amendment to deduct from 
the proceeds of the lands before distribution, the 
Indian annuities, expenses of Indian treaties, &c. 
now due, or hereafter arising. 

Mr. King advocated the amendment, contending 
that all these expenses were justly chargeable to 
the lands, and that no distribution should take place, 
until they were paid from the proceeds. 
was delusive, and proposed to distribute the nett 
proceeds while in reality, the gross proceeds of the 
lands were to be divided. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, hoped the amendment 
would not be adopted. Other amendments of a si- 
milar character bad already been rejected. The 
lands were now ercditors to the government toa 
large amount, and their proceeds justly belonged to 
He referred to the numerous amend- 
ments that had been offered, and the delay of two 
weeks that had already taken place in the conside- 
He thought the majority owed 
it to themselves and the country not to debate the 
various amendments longer, but merely to vote, 
and for his part he intended to finish the amend- 
ments, to-day, before they adjourned. 


After further remarks by Messrs. Clay, of Alaba- 
ma, Woodbury, Wright and Allen, the amendment 
was rejected: veas 22, nays 24. 

Mr. Benton moved an additional section to the 
bill, providing that the distribution shall not take 
place till all debts incurred at this session of congress 
shail be paid. 

Mr. Benton briefly explained the propriety of 
It was also advocated by Mr. 
Clay, of Alabama, and then rejected—yeas 20, nays 
market for twenty years and remained unsold | 26. 

Mr. Benton offered an amendment, to limit the 
operation of the act to five years. 
tived. Yeas 19, nays 26. 

Mr. McRoberts moved to strike out the proviso, 
that **no person who shail quit or abandon his resi- 
dence on his own land, to reside on any public 
lands in the same state or territory, shall acquire 
any right of pre-emption under this act.” 

This, after brief remarks by Mr. McRoberts, was 
rejected—yeas 19, nays 26. 

Mr. Allen offered an amendment, providing that 
no distribution should take place till the means of 
the treasury were adequate to the wants of the go- 
vernment, independently of the taxation on tea aud 
coffee. This was rejected—yeas 18, nays 28. 

At 9 o’clock, the senate adjourned, after having 
been in session eleven hours. ; 


the states. 


ration of this bill. 


this amendment. 





This was nega- 
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21, Mr. Rives presented the 


plan of 
was laid on the table. ‘ 

Mr. Archer presented a memorial from citizens of 
Lynchburg, remonstrating against the passage of 
any bankrupt law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Tallmadge presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of New York, in favor of a bankrupt law; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Preston, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported the bill making appropriations for 
fortifications and the suppression of Indian hostili- 
ties, which had been amended in the house. 

Mr. Tappan, on leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion to adjourn congress on Monday, the 30th Au- 
gust; which was read and ordered to a second read- 
"ihe resolution submitted by Mr. Linn, request- 
ing the president to give notice to the British go- 
vernment, under the convention of 1827, for the 
joint occupation of Oregon, &c. was then taken up. 

Mr. Morehead said there was one subject of great 
importance connected with this matter, which, at a 

roper time, he meant to submit. He thought our 
[ndian relations were becoming of more and more 
interest every day, and would require a separate 
and distinct department of the government, in order 
that they might be extensively and variously con- 
sidered. 

Mr. M. moved to amend the resolution so as to 
direct the committee on foreign relations ‘‘to inquire 
into the expediency of requesting the president; 
which having been agreed to, the resolution was 
adopted. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the general order, being the bill to distribute the 

roceeds of the public lands among the states. 

This bill was discussed at some length by 
Messrs. Smith, of Indiana, King, McRoberts, Wal- 
ker, Buchanan, Frentiss, Evans ani others, when it 
was reported to the senate. 

Mr. Berrien moved to amend the bill by inserting: 

Provided, also, That if the rate of duty on im- 
ported articles shall be so regulated by law as, after 
the 20th June, 1842, to increase said rate of duty 
beyond 20 per cent. ad valorem, to be computed 
according to the provisions of the act of 2d of 
March, 1833, the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands provided for by this act shall cease 
during the existence of such rate of duty, and shall 
be renewed whenever such rate of duty shall be re- 
duced to 20 per cent. unless prohibited by the other 
provisions of this act.” 

This proposition was debated by Messrs. Benion, 
Bates, McRoberts, Walker, White, Morehead, Pres- 
ton, Prentiss, Berrien and others, when 

Mr. Rives moved to amend the amendment to the 
following effect: 

“Strike all out after the word provided to 1833, 
inclusive, and insert, ‘That if a higher duty than 
20 per cent. as established by the act of the 2d of 
March, 1833, shall be laid on any article to be le- 
vied after the 30th of June, 1842.’ ” 


This proposition was discussed by Messrs. Mer- 
rick, Berrien, Woodbury and Rives, when the ques- 
tion was taken by yeas and nays, and decided in 
the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Allen, Archer, Benton, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright, Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Simmons, Smith, 
of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—24. 

The question then recurred on the original pro- 
position of Mr. Berrien, pending which, on motion 
of Mr. Morehead, the senate adjourned. 

August 23. The chair laid before the senate a 
communication from the secretary of the treasury, 
covering a report from the general land office, made 
in compliance with a resolution of the senate of the 
18th inst. calling for the amount of lands surveyed 
and ready for sale, &c. since March, 1841. 


After a few observations from Mr. Benton, and a 
brief reply from Mr, Smith, of Indiana, it was laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial from citi- 
zens Of Philadelphia engaged in manufacturing, 
asking that a duty might be imposed on chloride of 
lime and bleaching powders. Mr. B. said the me- 
morial gave reasons at length why those articles 
should not be exempted,and he therefore moved to 
have it printed for the use of the senate; which mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

Also, another memorial in relation to the same 
pubject; which he would move to be laid on the 
able. 

Mr. Mangum, from the committee on naval af- 


priation for the purchase of naval ordnance and 
naval stores, without amendment, and moved that 
it be made the order for Wednesday next; which 
motion was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, the joint resolu- 
tion for the purchase of water-rotted hemp for the 
use of the navy of the United States. 

This resolution was taken up in committee of the 
whole, and after having been discussed by Messrs. 
Benton, Mangum, Preston, Buchanan, Calhoun and 
Woodbury, its further consideration was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

The joint resolution submitted by Mr. Tappan 
in relation to the adjournment of congress on Mon- 
day, the 30th August, was taken up; when Mr. 
Mangum moved to lay it on the table. The ques- 
tion having been taken by yeas and nays, it was 
decided in the affirmative; yeas 28, nays 21. 

Mr. Rives said he had some days since given no- 
tice that he should submit a motion to go into exe- 
cutive session. ‘There was now some important 
business before them, and he would submit that 
motion now. The motion was lost: yeas 23, nays 24. 
Mr. King gave notice that he should make a si- 
milar motion to-morrow. 

Mr. Benion renewed the motion to go into exe- 
cutive session, and after some conversation, it was 
decided out of order. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the general order, being the bill to distribute the 
aed, of the public lands among the states; the 
amendment of Mr. Berrien still pending, as publish- 
ed in the proceedings of yesterday— 

Mr. Berrien desired to modify his amendment; 
which was unanimously agreed to, so as to read— 
‘That if at any time during the existence of this 
act there should be an imposition of duties on im- 
ports inconsistent with the provisions of the act of 
March 2, 1833, entitled ‘an act to modify the act of 
14th February, 1832, and all the acts imposing du- 
ties on imports,’ and beyond the rate of duty fixed 
by that act, to wit: 20 per centum on the value of 
such imports, or any of them, then the distribution 
provided in this act shall be suspended, and shall 
so continue until the cause of its suspension shall 
be removed, when, if not prevented by other pro- 
visions of this act, such distribution shall be renew- 
ed.” 

The words “to wit, 20 per centum on the value 
of such imports or any of them,” were inserted in 
the amendment at the suggestion of Mr. Allen. 

This proposition, prior to the modification of Mr. 
Allen, occasioned a debate of some length, in which 
Messrs. Berrien, King, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Walker, 
Linn, Huntinglon, Woodbury and Benton partici- 

ated. 

: The question was then taken on the amendment, 
as modified, and decided in the affirmative, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bayard, 
Berrien, Calhoun,Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Kerr, 
King, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Porter, Preston, 
Sevier, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Tallmadge, 
Walker—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Benton, Buchanan, Choate, 
Dixon, Evans, Huntington, Linn, Miller, Prentiss, 
Southard, Sturgeon, Tappan, White, Williams, Wood- 
bridge, Wright, Young—18. 

Mr. Linn then moved the amendment offered by 
him in committee of the whole, to appropriate the 
proceeds of the public lands to the natigasl aetbnes 

Mr. Linn offered his views in support of the 
amendment, and was briefly replied to by Mr. 
Smith. 

Mr. Benion also supported the amendment. 

The question having been taken, it was decided 
in the negative, as follows: 


Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Pierce, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright—17. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 


Indiana, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—29. 

Mr. Woodbury then offered an amendment to the 
effect that the distribution should cease when any 
loan should be required. 


On this proposition a debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. Clay, Calhoun, Woodbury, King and others 
narticipated, when the question was taken and de- 
cided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury Wright, Young 


—2). 


NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 





fairs reported the bill from the house making appro- 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 


Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of 


Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, Wocdbridge—26. 

Mr. Tappan moved to postpone the bill until the 
first Monday in December next, on which motion 
he demanded the yeas and nays, when the vote 
stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Eulton, King, Linn, Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
‘Tappan, Walker, Wilinges, VW Codbary, Wright, Young 


NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—29. 
Several other amendments were offered, on all of 
which the yeas and nays were taken, though none 
of them were adopted. 

Mr. Calhoun moved that the further consideration 
of the bill be postponed until to to-morrow. 

Mr. Woodbury moved that the senate adjourn: 
for the motion 21, against it 23. 

The question was then taken on the engrossment, 
and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
iss, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—28. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Preston, Se- 
vier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—2z2. 

And the bill and amendments were ordered to be 
printed. 

The senate then held a short executive session, 
and afterwards adjourned. 

August 24. A message was announced from the 
house of representatives, stating that it had passed 
‘an act to provide for the better collection, safe- 
keeping and disbursement of the public revenue, 
by means of a corporation to. be styled the fiscal 
corporation of the United States.” 

The bill was then taken up and read by its title; 
and, on the question, shall this bill be readasecond 
time? it was decided in the affirmative: ayes 18, 
noes 17. 

The second reading was asked for then; when 
the chair stated that it required the unanimous con- 
sent of the senate. 

No objection having been stated, the chair direct- 
ed the secretary to read the bill a second time by 
its title; and when the secretary had read half 
through—- 

Mr. Allen objected to the reading. 

The chair explained. 

Mr. Tallmadge said the time for objecting had 
gone by; the chair had stated that it required the 
unanimous consent of the senate, and no objection 
having been made the secretary had proceeded to the 
reading. 

Mr. Calhoun stated that the practice heretofore 
had been to put the question, ‘‘shall this bill have 
its second reading now?” which required the una- 
nimous consent of the senate; if no objection was 
made, then the secretary proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. Tallmadge. That was precisely what was 
done in this case. 

After some further brief observations, the point 
was yielded; and Mr. Tuppan moved to postpone 
the bill indefinitely. 

Mr. Berrien hoped the motion would not prevail. 
He asked senators to consider the importance of 
this matter, and toreflect that it was the incumbent 
duty of congress to make provision for the safe- 
keeping and disbursement of the public revenue. 
Such had been done: he alluded to the bill which 
had failed by the disagreement between the execu- 
tive and legislative branches as to the constitution- 
ality of the measure; and hence the money was ieft 
without any other care or control than that of the 
executive. They now presented this measure to 
the consideration of the senate, and prayed senators 
before they took any step to defeat the will of the 
other branch that they would consider well the con- 
sequences of not providing some means for the safe- 
keeping of the revenue of the country. 


The yeas and nays having been ordered, the vote 
on the postponement resulted as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Lian, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Stur- 
geon, ‘T'appan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 





Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 


Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, 


Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, Woodbridge—24. 
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Mr. Berrien then moved that the bill be referred 
to a select committee of five. The other select 
committee had expired. 

Mr. Clay rose to second this motion, and to ex- 
press the hope that the motion would prevail. The 
facts as stated by the senator from Georgia were 
correct—the committee that reported the original 
bill no longer existed. He had no desire to have 
anything particularly-to do with the bill. The 
friends of the. measure he hoped might be allowed 
to concoct something that would suit the wishes of 
the country. 

Mr. Buchanan would certainly vote for the refe- 
rence to a select committee, for he did not wish the 
senator from Kentucky to be placed at the head of 
a committee to take the charge of this kite-flying 
fiscality; there was but one step between the sub- 
lime qnd the ridiculous; this bill had taken that step, 
and he did not wish the senator from Kentucky, 
against his own wishes to be connected, with it. 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was 
referred to a select committee of five, consisting of 
Messrs. Berrien, Evans, Archer, Morehead and Hunt- 
ington. 

Mr. King then moved to proceed to the conside- 
ration of executive business. He said it seemed to 
be the understanding yesterday that they were to 
go into executive session to-day to dispose of some 
of the business before them. 

Mr. Clay hoped not; there was nothing connect- 
ed with the executive session that might not be de- 
layed for some days. The land bill was important 
and shouid be disposed of at once. He understood 
that several gentlemen desired to be heard on the 
subject, and those who wished to speak on the bill, 
if ready, he would prefer that they should go on. 

Mr. King withdrew his motion, and the bill for 
the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 
was put on its third reading; when 

Mr. Calhoun rose, and ina speech of near two 
hours, opposed the bill on the ground of its being 
unconstitutional, inexpedient and impolitic. 

Mr. Archer followed in favor of the distribution 
of the proceeds of the public lands, and spoke until 
entirely exhausted, aid had to give way before con- 
cluding his remarks. 

The senate then went into executive session, and, 
alter some time spent therein, adjourned. 

Augusi 25. Mr. Sturgeon presented a memorial 
from the manufacturers of glass in the city Pitts- 
burg, asking that the articles used in the manufac- 
ture of that article may be exempted from duty. 

Mr. Calhoun presented a copy of the proceedings 
of a meeting held in Petersburg, Virginia, protest- 
ing against the measures of the present administra- 
tion, and expressing a hope that the president would 
withhold his assent from the land bill, if passed. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Tappan moved to take up the joint resolu- 
tion for the adjournment of both houses of congress 
on Monday, the 30th of August inst. on which mo- 
tion he asked the yeas and nays. 

The question having been taken, it was decided 
in the negative: yeas 19, nays 22. 

Mr. King moved to add two members to the se- 
lect committee appointed yesterday by the chair, to 
ata the bank bill from the house had been refer- 
red. 

After some remarks by Messrs. King, Benton and 
Walker, on the formation of the comunittee, and a 
reply by the chuir, giving his reasons for the cha- 
racter of the committee, taking aa his guide a rule 
in Jefferson’s Manual; Mr. King withdrew his mo- 
tion. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
order of the day, being the bill to distribute the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands; when 

Mr. Arcker tose and finished the argument he 
commenced yesterday, in favor of the general prin- 
ciples of the bill. 

Mr Woodbury followed in a speech of very con- 
siderable length against the whole system of distri- 
bution, as unjust, unequal and injurious, and closed 
his reinarks with the expression of an opinion that 
the president would withhold his assent from a 
measure clearly as unconstitutional as that of the 
bank charter. 

Messrs. Tuppan, Sevier, Walker, Wright and 
Woodbury severally addressed the senate at some 
length, when 

Mr. Culhbert rose and expressed a desire to deli- 
ver his opinions in relation to the subject before the 
senate; but the late hour and the exhaustion which 
all must feel, admonished him that he had better 
defer it antil the morning, if the chairman of the 
committee on the public lands would assent to the 
delay. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, said he felt deeply anxious 
fo press the matter toa final conclusion. He had 
indulged the hepe that they would have been able 


late and the senator from Georgia had expressed a 
wish to be heard, he would consent to the delay, 
with the understanding that the question should be 
taken by three o’clock to-morrow. 

And then the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, August 19. Mr. Jeremiah Brown rose 
and stated that he had voted yesterday in favor of 
the passage of the bankrupt law, whereas his vote 
had been recorded in the negative, He asked that 
the journal might be so corrected as to conform to 
reba fact. Aud the journal was amended accord- 
ingly. 

r. Bolts rose and asked leave to present a copy 
ofa series of resolutions, adopted, he said, at a very 
respectable meeting of citizens held in Buckingham 
county, in the state of Virginia, expressive of their 
opinion as to the constitutionality and propriety of 
the establishment of a national bank, and in favor 
of other measures adopted at the present session of 
congress. 

After some remarks from Mr. B.the resolutions 
were received, and laid on the table. 

On leave given, Mr. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, pre- 
sented tne memorial of Gabriel Adams, and divers 
other citizens of Pittsburgh, in the commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, praying for an increase of duties 
on imported cigars; which memorial was, on motion 
of Mr. I. referred to the committee on manufac- 
tures, 

On leave given, Mr. Jones, of Virginia, presented 
certain resolutions adopted by a meeting of citizens 
in Isle of Wight county, Virginia, expressive of 
their opinion against the constitutionality of a bank 
of the United States, and asserting the right of 
repeal. The resolutions also express the opinion of 
that meeting against the distribution of the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, and against the 
power of congress to lay taxes, &c. for any other 
purposes than to pay the debts of the United States, 
and to provide for the common defence and general 
welfare thereof. 

ane resolutions were received and laid on the 
table. 

Mr, Pickens, on leave, presented certain memo- 
rials from citizens of Ohio, against the constitution- 
ality and expediency of a national bank. 


resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
communicate to this house, the number of troops sta- 
tioned at forts Gibson, Towson, Smith and Wayne, 
respectively; whether the original location of the latter 
fort has not been abandoned, and if so, the reasons 
therefor; and whether, in his judgment,the military force 
now on that bosder is sufficient to protect the citizens 
of the of the state of Arkansas against Indian depre- 
dation; and what increase, if any, will be necessary 
for that pnrpose. 

Mr. Tillinghast, on leave, presented certain roso- 
lutions from the legislature of Rhode Island, upon 
the subject of revenue. Laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On leave given, Mr. Botts, from the committee of 
ways and means, reported a bill making appropria- 
tions for the funeral expenses of the late president 
of the United States. 

The bill, having been read twice by the title, was 
referred to the committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, and the bill, and accompanying docu- 
ments, ordered to be printed. 

On leave given, Mr. Graham introduced a bill in 
relation to placing the statue of Washington in the 
rotundo of the capitol: which was read twice. 

[The bill authorises the location of the statue in 
such part of the rotundo as the artist may deem per- 
manently best. ] 

Mr. G. moved that the bill have its third reading. 

Some discussion followed, directed to the point of 
view where the light would best strike the statue, 
and in which Messrs. 4dums, Graham, Mason, ot 
Ohio, Boardman, Gilmer, and Cushing participated. 

Mr, Oushing then moved that the bill be committed 
to the committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, which had charge of a bill on the same sub- 
ject heretofore reported by a gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Gilmer), which was agreed to. 

Mr. Randolph, from the joint committee en en- 
rolled bills, reported that that committee had exa- 
mined the bill to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States, and found 
the same to be correct. ‘The bill then received the 
signature of the speaker. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the house resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, (Mr. Williams, of Maryland, in the 
chair), and took up house bill, No. 8, entitled “a 
bill making appropriations for various fortifications, 
for ordnance, and for preventing and suppressing 
Indian hostilities, which bill had been returned fromw 





to have the question that day; but as the hour was| 


the senate with certain additional items, to which 


Mr. Cross, on leave given, offered the following | 





. » <= 
items certain amendments had been moved by th 
committee of ways and means of this house, 4 
ane any 7 rptake are as follow: 
age 3 of the engrossed Dill, after line 2} j 

Ist. For defensive works and barracks, and 
purchase of site at or near Detroit, Michi " 
$50,000, Ban, 

Add to the end of the bill the following: 

2d. For surveys in reference to the militar 
defences of the frontier, iniand and Atlantic 
$30,000. ° 

_3d. For arrearages due for roads, harbors ang 
rivers, where public works and improvements have 
hitherto been made, and for the protection of ublic 
property now on hand at these places, and for ar. 
rearages for surveys, and completing maps autho. 
rised by act of March 3d, 1839, $40,000. 

4th. For defraying the expenses of selecting anq 
purchasing a site for a western, southwestern, or 
northwestern armory, to be selected by the presi- 
dent of the United States, the sum of $75,009. 

5th. For the construction or armament of such 
armed steamers or other vessels for defence, on the 
northwestern lakes, as the president may think most 
proper, and as may be authorised by the existing 
stipulation between this and the British govern. 
ment, $100,000. 

To which amendments of the senate the commit- 
tee of ways and means of this house proposed the 
following amendments: 

The committee recommend that the house con- 
cur in the first amendment, with the following 
amendment: 

Add thereto the following words: 

For purchase of site, and for barracks, and de- 
fensive works, at or near-Buffalo, New York, 
$50,000, 

For fortifications at the outlet of lake Champlain, 
and purchase of site, $75,000. 

For defensive works, barracks, and other neces- 
sary buildings, and purchase of site for a depot at 
or near the junction of the Matawankeag and Pe- 
nobscot rivers, Maine, $25,000. 

The committee also recommend a non-concur- 
rence in the second, third and fourth amendments 
of the senate, and a concurrence in the fifth amend- 
ment. 

The amendments were discussed by Messrs. 
Dawson, Fillmore, Clifford, Pendleton, Irwin, C. 
Brown, Profit, Howard, S. Mason, Sprigg, Rheit, 
Everett, Cushing, Saltonstall, Allen, Tomlinson, 
Eastman, and Tillinghast. 

And then the amendments reported from the 
committee of ways and means to the amendments 
of the senate were agreed to. 

And, on motion of Mr. Fillmore, (for the purpose 
of having a vote taken in the house), the amend- 
ments of the senate were concurred in. 

And the committee rose, and reported the bill and 
amendments to the house. 

A message was received from the president of 
the United States, by the hands of John Tyler, jr. 
his private secretary, informing the house that the 
preeident had approved and signed a bill authorising 

he recovery of fines and forfeitures under the 
charter laws and ordinances of Georgetown, before 
justices of the peace. 

Also, the bill to extend the time for locating Vir- 
ginia military land warrants, and returning the 
surveys thereon to the general land office. 

And then the house adjourned. 


Friday, Aug. 20. On leave given, Mr. Kennedy, 
of Maryland, from the committee on commerce, to 
whom had been referred the joint resolution from 
the senate in relation to the light boats now stationed 
at Sandy Hook and Bartlett’s reef, reported the 
same withoutamendment. _ 

And on motion of Mr. K. the resolution was read 
a third time and passed. 

Mr. Gilmer asked leave to present the proceedings 
of a meeting of the people of the county of Louisa, 
in the state of Virginia, expressive of the sentiments 
of that meeting—sentiments, Mr. G. said, very ge- 
nerally concurring with his own particular views. 
The resolutions expressed the general concurrence 
of that meeting in the views of the administration 
proper at the other end of the avenue, which differed 
widely from the administration improper at this end 
of the avenue. 

con resolutions were received and laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Kennedy, from the committee on commerce, 
reported a resolution calling on the president for a 
full return of officers now employed in the various 
departments, with a view to reduction of expendi- 
tures in those particulars. Passed. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour was 
the fullowing resolution, heretofore offered by Mr. 
J. G. Floyd: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to inform this house, if not incompatible 
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= the public interest, whether any officer of the ar- 
wi or the attorney general of the United States has, 
my be the 4th of arch last, been directed to visit the 
wee of New York for any purpose connected with the 
. risonment or trial of Alexander McLeod; and if 
od to communicate to this house copies of the instruc- 
pe to, and report of such officer; and whether, by any 
executive measures OF correspondence, the British go- 
yernment has been given to understand that Mr. Mc- 

will be released or surrendered. 

Mr. Morgan, (who was entitled to the floor) re- 
marking that solong a time had elapsed since he 
had been entitled to the floor that he had almost for- 

tton what he intended to say, addressed the house 
Piefly on the subject of the resolution, and especi- 
ally in reply to remarks heretofore made by his 
colleague from Otsego, (Mr. Bowne). ‘ 

Mr. Barnard then obtained the floor, but yielded 


+ to | 
" a. Bowne, who rejoined briefly to Mr. Morgan. 

Mr. Barnard again took the floor, and intimated 
his desire to address the house, but suggested that, 
as the morning hour was far advanced, the resolu- 
tion should go over for to-day. 

Mr. Maxwell moved to Jay the resolution on the 
table, upon which, on motion of Mr. J. G. Floyd, 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The house refused to lay on the table: yeas 79, 
nays 107. 

[A message was here received from the senate, 
informing the house of the failure of the bank bill, 
in consequence of less than two-thirds of the senate 
voting for it, on its being returned by the president 
with ‘his objections; also, that the president had 
signed the bankrupt bill; and that the senate had 
concurred with the house in their amendments to 
the bill rechartering the banks of the District of 
Columbia. ] 

At the request of Mr. Barnard, the “McLeod 
resolution” was laid over. 

The joint resolution, from the senate, ordering 
the distribution of copies of the compendium of the 
census among the states, was then taken up; and 
after some inquiries and remarks from Messrs. 
Dawson, Fillmore and Williams, it was referred to 
the committee on the judiciary. 

The house took up the bill No. 8, being a bill 
making appropriations for various fortifications, for 
ordnauce. and for preventing and suppressing In- 
dian hostilities, which had been reported yesterday 
from the committee of the whole on the state of 
the union with the amenaments of the senate, and 
the amendments thereto reported by the committee 
of ways and means. 

Mr. Dawson objected to the latter amendments 
as out of order, incorporating as they did the sub- 
stance of another bill onthe table. A brief debate 
ensued on the point of order between Messrs. Daw- 
son, Fillmore and others, the speaker, deciding that 
the amendments were in order, 

Mr. Irwin made some remarks on the subject of 
amendments formerly proposed by him to provide 
for a western armory. 

A desultory debate then ensued between Messrs. 
Irwin, Fillmore, Cave Johnson, Howard and others, 
as to the order in which the amendments should be 
voted on. 

Messrs. Triplett, Irwin, Fillnore, Rhelt, Tomlin- 
son and Hunt, remarked upon the amendments. 

Mr. Hunt moved the previous question—which 
was ordered, as well as the yeas and nays. 


The house then concurred with the committee in 
the amendment to the senate’s amendment—yeas 
124, nays 72. 


The house then concurred in the first senate 
amendment, (appropriating $50,000 for fortifica- 
tions at Detroit), without a division. 


The house refused to concur in the second senate 
amendment, (appropriating $30,000 to surveys for 
defences)—yeas 90, nays 101. 

The house concurred ii the third amendment of 
the senate without a division. 

The fourth amendment was rejected—yeas 79, 
nays 115. 

he fifth amendment was agreed to. 

The amendinents were ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. frwin moved a reconsideration of all the 
votes just taken, and half au hour was consumed in 
taking the yeas and nays on this motion—the house 
refusing to reconsider—yeas 74, nays 119. 


And the amendments, as ainended, were ordered 
to be engrossed and sent to the senate for concur- 
rence. 


On motion of Mr. Sergeant the house resolved it- 
self into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, in the chair), and 
took up house bill No. 14, being a bill reported 
from the select committee appointed by this house 
on the subject of the currency, entitled “a bill to 
incorporate the subscribers to the fiscal bank of the 
United States.” 


Mr. Sergeant said that he would state to the coin- 
mittee what he meant to propose to them. ‘The 
committee would undoubtedly recollect the nature 
of the bill which had been reported by the commit- 
tee on the currency some considerable time ago, 
and which was numbered ‘fourteen.”” His inten- 
tion was now to move to amend the bill by striking 
out all after the enacting clause, and inserting what 
he would send to the clfair. His intention, further, 
was to ask, upon this motion being made and cer- 
tain amendments which he intended to propose be- 
ing presented to the committee, that the committee 
should rise, in order that he might, in the house, 
move the printins of those amendments that they 
might be laid before the members of the house.— 
And then, as soon as that was done, he would ask 
the house to go into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union for the purpose of taking up the 
subject. 

Mr. Wise rose and expressed his wish that, be- 
fore any action should be taken on the amendments, 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Sergeant] 
would state the contents of them as briefly and suc- 
cintly as he could. 

Mr. Gilmer rose, he said, merely to ask that the 
amendments might be read befure they were order- 
ed to be printed. He would then be very glad to 
hear any explanation the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vapvia [Mr. Sergeant] might think proper to make. 

Mr. Charles Brown said that it would be neces- 
sary to read the bill and amendments from begin-‘ 
ning to end before ordering the amendments to be 
printed. 

The clerk then read bill No. 14, with the amend- 
ments proposed by Mr. Sergeant. | 

Mr. Sergeant said that, as several inquiries had 
been made of him with regard to this bill he would 
now proceed to make a short statement, to show in 
what respects it differed from that recently before 
this house. He would say, first, that there were 
two or three verbal errors in this bill, and there were 
words, in two or three places, which he thought had 
better have been left out, and which were intended 
to have been omitted by the committee. There 
were several gentlemen in the present congress who 
entertained extreme hostility to the word “bank,” 
and, as far as he was concerned, he felt every dis- 
position to indulge their feelings, and he had there- 
fore endeavored throughout this bill to avoid using 
the word ‘bank.’ If that word anywhere remain- 
ed as applicable to the being it was proposed to 
create by this law, let it go out—let it go out.— 
Now, the word “corporation” sounded well, [ laugh- 
ter], and he was glad to perceive it gave pleasure 
to the house. At all events they had a new word) 
to fight against. Now, the difference between this 
bill and that which passed this house some days 
ago would be seen by comparison. The present | 
differed from the other principally in three or four 
particulars, and there were some other parts of the 
bill which varied, in minor particulars, from that 


Mr. Lewis Williams said that the house had not 
got the veto message, and could ‘not, therefore, or- 
der the printing of it. 

And the speaker so decided. 

After some conversation, Mr. W. Cost Johnson 
moved the previous question on the motion to print; 
and there was a second. And the main question 
(being on the printing) was ordered to be taken. 

The amendment of Mr. Williams was voted 
down. And the motion of Mr. Sergeant was 
aehres, °- So the amendments were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Bronson, of Maine, moved a reconsideration 
of the vote of yesterday by which the accounts for 
the funeral expenses of the late president of the U 
States, Wm. H. Harrison, had been ordered to be 
Piipieds, 

r. Stanly moved the previous question; i 
which the house adjouned Bate aa Bering 

Saturday, Aug. 21. The unfinished business of 
yesterday was the motion of Mz. Bronson, of Maine 
to reconsider the vote by which the accounts for 
the funeral expenses of the late president of the U. 
States, gen. Wm. Henry Harrison, had been order- 
ed to be printed. 

The immediately pending question was on the 
demand of Mr. Stanly for the previous question. 

ree: ee withdrew that motion. 

Ln r. Bronson, after an explanation from him- 
“ and Mr. Botts, withdrew his motion to wend 
sider. 

Mr. Sergeant offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That at 4 o’clock on Monda ah A de- 
bate in committee of the whole on the bill «No. 14) to 
incorporate the subscribers to the “fiscal bank of the 
United States” shall cease, and the committee shall 
then proceed to vote on the amendments then pending: 
or that may be offered to said bill; and the same shall 
then be reported to the house with such amendments 
as may have been agreed to by the committee: Provid- 
ed, ‘That nothing in this resolution shall prevent the 


committee from reporting the bill to the hou 
ror | ge 
earlier hour if it shall think fit. o's an 


And Mr. 8. moved the previous question. 

Mr. C. Johnson moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; which was rejected, yeas 87, nays 110 

After some remarks of an excitable character the 
question on the adoption of the resolution was fa- 
mot and decided in the affirmative, yeas 116, nays 

Whereupon the house, on motion of Mr. Sergeant 
again resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the state of the union, (Mr. Dawson, of Georcia 
Pee nae pg ge ep as ri ~~ consideration of the 
i U. , to incorporate the ri 
fiscal bank of the United dean ee ee 

Mr. Sergeant then offered the amendments indi- 
cated by him yesterday, first inoving to strike out 
all after the enacting clause. 

Mr. 8S. proceeded to explain the amendments 
and the advantages to result from the passage of the 
bill. Mr. S. spoke to the expiration of the hour, 





which had been before the house a few days ago. 
Those differences gentlemen would have no diffi- | 
culty in discovering and understanding when the 
bill should have been printed. He would now pro- 
ceed to answer the inquiries of gentlemen in refe- 
rence tc this bill. Mr. S. then stated the following 
as the substantial points of difference between the 
two bills: 

1. The capital in the former bill was thirty mil- 
lions, with power to extend it to fifty millions. In 
this bill twenty-one milllons, with power to extend 
it to thirty-five millions. 

2. The former bill provided for offices of discount 
and deposit. In this there are to be agencies only. 

3. The dealings of the corporation are to be con- 
fined to buying and selling foreign bills of exchange, 
including bills drawn in one state or territory and 
payable in another. There are to be no discounts, 

4. The title of the corporation is changed. 

Mr. Wise raised the point of order that this bill 
was, in substance, the same as that which had yes- 
terday been rejected, and that it could not, there- 
fore, be taken up; otherwise the constitutional pro- 
vision might thus be evaced. 

After some conversation, the chairman overruled 
the objection, on the ground that the measures were 
not the same, though parts of them might be simi- 
lar. Noappeal being taken, the motion of Mr. Ser- 
geant was put and agreed to. And the committee 
rose and reported progress on the bill. 

Mr. Sergeant moved that the amendments offered 
by him in committee be printed. 

Mr. Williams, of Maryland, moved to amend 


and then resuwned his seat, without concluding his 

remarks. " 
Mr. Wise obtained the floor, and addressed the 

couimittee in opposition to the bill, and on the sub- 


ject of the veto, the cabinet, &e. &e. 


The hour. having elapsed, Mr. Turney rose and 
moved to strike out the enacting clause of the bill 

The chairman decided that this motion took pre- 
cedence over the motion of Mr, Sergeant, 

Whereupon, Mr. Wise rose, and, being recognis- 
ed by the chairman, was proceeding to address the 
coinmittee during a second hour. 


A question of order arose, which resulted in the 
decision of the chairman that, the motion of the gen- 
‘leman from Tennessee (Mr. Turney) being a new 
motion, and the gentleman from Virginia (Mr 
Wise ) having first addressed the chair, and been re- 
cognised by it, the latter gentleman was entitled to 
proceed. No appeal was taken. Mr. Wise pro- 
ceeded in his renfarks. 


After Mr. W.had elosed, Mr. Marshall, of Ken- 
tucky, obtained the floor, the committee then rose 
and reported progress. 7 

Mr, Proffil asked leave to introduce a resolution 
perro that if congress chartered a fiscal agent, 
if should reserve the power to repeal t : 
whenever it saw fit. r ee 

Objection was made, and the house adjourned. 


Monday, Aug. 23. After the reading and cor 
7 . Ld . r ; 
tion of the journal, Mr. Reynolds, newir elected Se! 


presentative from Illinois, was introduced and sw 
in by the speaker. , worn 





that amendment by adding, ‘and that every part of 
the amendments which is not literally contained in 
the original bill proposed to be struck out, shall be 
printed in italics.” 

Mr. Wise moved to amend the amendment by 
adding, ‘‘and that the veto message be printed for 





: On motion of Mr. Sergeant, the house resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, ( Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, in the chair) 
on house bill No. 14, being a bill to incorporate the 
subscribers to the fiscal bank of the United States 
rhe pending question being on the motion of Mr. 





the use of the members of this house.”’ 


Turney to strike out the enacting clause of the bill, 
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Mr. Marshall, (who was entitled to the floor), 
addressed the committee during the hour with great 
power and eloquence, in favor of the bill, and in 
emphatic reply to the speech of Mr. Wise deliver- 
ed on Saturday last. In some parts of the remarks 
of Mr. M. loud manifestations of satisfaction were 
with difficulty restrained. The speech was brought 
to an abrupt close by the expiration of the hour, the 
rule having been rigidly enforced. 

The debate, which was directed but little to the 
provisions of the bill, and partook much of a politi- 
¢al character, was continued by Messrs. Gilmer, 
Proffit, W. C. Johnson, Pope, Everett and Underwood. 

The hour of four having arrived, the house, in 
pursuance of its order of Saturday, proceeded with- 
out further debate to vote on the amendments that 
‘were pending, or that might be offered. 

The first question was on the motion of Mr. Tur- 
ney to strike out the enacting clause of the bill; and, 
by ayes 82, noes 102, it was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Sergeant, to strike out all after the enacting clause, 
bs insert the amendments heretofore indicated by 

im. 

Mr. Bidlack offered certain amendments to the 
fundamental law of the corporation, all of which 
‘Were voted down. 

Mr. Wise moved to amend the bill in the second 
Jine, by striking out the words “in the District of 
Columbia,” (as the location of the mother institu- 
tion). Lost. 

Mr. W. W. Irwin moved to amend the 9th sec- 
lion of the fundamental article by striking out all 
that portion which restricts the corporation to deal- 
ings in any thing except foreign bills of exchange, 
&c. &c. and inserting that part of Mr. Ewing’s pro- 
ject which restricted the corporation to dealing in 
promissory notes, called bills of exchange, gold and 
silver, &c. Lost: ayes 48, noes 108. 

Mr. Sergeant moved to amend the 9th fundamen- 
tal article, in the 109th line, after the word “terri- 
tory,’’ by inserting the words “the District of Co- 
lumbia included.” Agreed to. 

Mr. Roosevelt moved an amendinent to the same 
article making all bills payable at sight. Lost: ayes 
58, noes 109. 

Mr. Roosevelt moved to amend the 6th section in 
line 40, after the words ‘‘par value,” by inserting 
the words ‘‘the proceeds to be applied to the pay- 
inent of the public debt.” Lost. 

Mr. Rooseveli moved to amend the 7th section, 
line 11, after the words ‘‘nature or quality,” by in- 
serling the words ‘except promissory notes.” Lost. 

Mr. Sprigg moved to amend the 9th article, (at 
line 109), by adding the words “including bills or 
drafts drawn in any state or territory and payable in 
the same state or territory in which they are drawn.” 
Lost. 

Mr. Shields offered the following amendment, 
which was rejected: insert in the 4th line of the 9th 
clause of section 11, after the word ‘‘another,”’ the 
words ‘‘and not having longer to run than sixty 
days.” 

Certain other amendments were offered by Mr. 
W. W. Irwin, which were rejected. 

Mr. Pope moved to strike out the 21st section, 
(or that which prohibits the government froin estab- 
lishing another corporation during the existence of 
this). Lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sergeant was then agreed to, 
and the amendments offered by him were, by ayes 
113, noes 55. Agreed to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. Sergeant, the com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill to the house. 

And the question being on concurring with the 
committee in the amendments and ordering the bill 
to a third reading. Mr. Stanly moved the previous 
question; and there was a second. 

Mr. Sprigg asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question, which were ordered. 

And the question on ordering the main question 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative: 
yeas 120, nays 97. So the house determined that 
the main question should now be taken. 

The house then concurred with the committee of 
the whole in the amendinents. 

And the question being on ordering the bill and 
amendments to be engrossed for a third reading, 
Mr. Eastman asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered; and, being taken, were yeas 123, nays 94. 
So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. J 

And it was ordered to be read a third time now. 

And the bill having been read by its title; Mr. 
Morgan moved the previous question. 

Mr. Wise, (who had endeavored to get the floor), 
submitted to the speaker that the bill had not been 
read a third time. 

The speaker said that the reading of the bill by 
the title bad been called for, and it had been so read 


Mr. Wise insisted on the bill being read at large; 
after which, he said, gentlemen could start fair for 
the floor. 

And the clerk then read the whole bill through, 
which occupied nearly an hour. 

And the question being on the final passage there- 
of. Mr. 4. L. Foster, of N. ¥. obtained the floor, 
and moved the | Sirbeyr question. 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved ‘to lay the bill on the 
table; and asked the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 
93, nays 126. So the bill was not laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the demand for 
the previous question, there was a second. And 
the main question was ordered to be taken. And 
on the main question, ‘Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. Stanly asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 
S. J. Andrews, Arnold, Ayerigu, Babcock, Baker; Bar- 
nard, Barton, Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, - Bor- 
den, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown; Burnell, William Butler, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clark, Cooper, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cushing, William C. Dawson, Deberry, John 
Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, 
Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, 
Graham, Green, Greig, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, W. 
S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James 
Irvine, James, Wm. C. Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John 
P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Thomas F. 
| Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Max- 
well, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, row, Nis- 
bet, Osborne, Owsley, Pierce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rayner, Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, 
Smith, Stanly, Stokeley, Stratton, John T. Stuart, A. 
H. H. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlin- 
son, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, War- 
ren, Washington, Edward D. White, Jos. L. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, C. H. Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthorp, Yorke, Augus. 
Young, John Young—125. 

NA YS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Bee- 
son, Bidlack,Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Green - Cald- 
well, Patrick C. Caldwell, J. Campbell, Cary, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, John B. Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, East- 
man, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, ‘Thomas F’, Foster, Gerry, 
Gilmer, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Harris, 
John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hubbard, Hunter, Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, 
Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Junes, Keim, Andrew 
Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan 
Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, John 
Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, 
Parmenter, Payne, Vickens, Plumer, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rig s, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saun- 
ders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumpter, Swe- 
ney, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, James W. Williams, Wise, Wood—94. 
So the bill was passed. 

Mr. J. C. Olark moved a reconsideration of the 
vote just taken, and asked the previous question. 
And there’ was a second. 

And the main question, (being on the reconside- 
ration), was ordered, and, being taken. The vote 
was not reconsidered. 

And the question then being on the title of the 
bill, Mr. Sergeant moved to amend the same by in- 
serting in lieu of the present title the words: ‘an 
act to provide for the better collection, safe- keeping 
and disbursement of the public revenue, by means 
of a corporation to be styled the Fiscal Corporation 
of the United States.” 

Mr. Sergeant asked the previous question; and 
there was a second. 

And the main question, (being on the amend- 
ment to the title), was ordered; and, being taken. 
The bill was amended prencty sy 9 

Mr. Wise moved to reconsider the vote just taken, 
by which the title had been amended; on which mo- 
tion, he said, he had a few words to say. 

Mr. W. then addressed the house, (amidst some 
interruption on points of oider), for nearly half an 
hour. When he withdrew the motion to reconsider. 
And, at seven o’clock, the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Aug. 24. On leave given, Mr. Jones, 
of Virginia, offered certain resolutions i dopted by a 
public meeting of the people of Goochland county, 
Virginia, opposed to a national bank, a tariff for 
protection, creation of a loan, &c. ‘ 
As these resolutions had been printed by order 
of the senate, and- were now in the possession of 
members, he would move that they be laid on the 
table. 

And the motion being agreed to, the resolutions 
were laid on the table. 

On leave given, Mr. Cary presented resolutions 





accordingly. 


ee 


of citizens of the town of Petersburg, at which the 
venerable and patriotic general Daniel C. Botts r. 
sided, and Chas. Campbell, esq. acted as secret . 


The resolutions were reas, and laid on the table?" 


On leave given, Mr. Coles, presented a m : 
signed by a number of idbobetiin manufactur 
and mechanics of the town of Lynchburg, in the 
state of Virginia, remonstrating against the passa : 
of any bankrupt law at this extra session, e 

The memorial was laid on the table. 

On leave given, the following memorials Wer 
presented and appropriately referred: — 1 

Mr. W. W. Irwin, of Penusylvania, presented th 
memorial of John Graham and divers other Citizens 
of Butler, Armstrong, Venango and Clarion tig 
ties, stating the inconvenience which they suffer 
for the want of a post office on the road leading from 
Butler, in Butler county, Pennsylvania, to Emliy 
ton, in Venango county, in said state, and_prayin, 
that the road between those two points via North 
Washington may be declared a post road. 

_ Memorial of Lewis Chambers and divers others 
citizens of said counties, to a similar effect. : 

Memorial of Messrs. Carling, Robertson & Co 
and others, manufacturers of glass, in Alleghany 
county, in the commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

praying for the adtnission of soda ash and pipe clay 
free of duty. Laid on the table. 

On leave given, Mr. Rodney offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
communicate to this house the several reports made by 
lieut. Emory, of the engineer corps, in relation to the 
situation and improvement of the harbor at Newcastle 
on the river Delaware. 

On leave given, Mr. McKay offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be, and 
he is hereby, directed to submit to this house at the 
commencement of the next session, an estimate of a 
sum of money which may be necessary. to defray the 
expenses of collecting the public revenue, that an ap- 
propriation for the same may be made by congress. 

On leave given, Mr. Moove, of Louisiana, offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office and 
post roads be iustructed to inquire into the expediency 
of changing the route between Natchez, Mississippi, 
and Harrisonburg, Louisiana, so as to run once a week 
by Waterproof Landing and Sicily island, and once 
a week by Flowery Mound and Trinity; and also of 
establishing a post route on the west side of the river 
Mississippi, in the state of Louisiana, from Fort Adams 
to Lake Providence via Vidalia, Richmond and Milli- 
ken’s Bend. 

On leave given, Mr. Cowen offered the following 
resolution, Which, given rise to debate, was ordered 
to lie over: 7 

Resolved hy the senate and house of representatives of 

the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That the president of the United States be, and he 
hereby is, requested to cause such inquiries and exami- 
nations to be made as he may deem expedient to enable 
congress to ascertain the most favorable situation for 
the establishment of a western armory in the western 
and southwestern states, and communicate the infor- 
mation collected by said inquiries and examinations to 
congress at the next session thereof, and that the sum 
of five thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated to defray the expenses of such inquiries 
and examinations, to be paid out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
Mr. Broadman, from the committee on public 
buildings and grounds, made the following report: 
The committee on public buildings and grounds, 
to whom was referred the petition of the stone- 
cutters and other workmen on the public buildings 
at Washington praying an appropriation for the 
continuance of said buildings, report: That, agreea- 
bly to order, they have had said petition under con- 
sideration, and are of opinion that the prayer thereof 
ought not to be granted. The committee are satis- 
fied that the petitioners are proper subjects of com- 
inisseration, but it is not deeined advisable to grant 
them the relief asked, because the designs for the 
works spoken of in the petition are not completed 
and approved, nor the maierial of which they are 
to be constructed determined on, nor is it probable 
they will be during the present session, the rules of 
proceeding of this house prohibiting the committee 
from entering into the consideration of these sub- 
jects at present; because if those designs and plans 
were perfected and approved, and the material de- 
termined on, the committee are decidedly of opi- 
nion that the construction should be made by con- 
tract, as much the best plan which has been or can 
be devised for the construction of public buildings. 
It insures the completion at a much earlier period, 
and at a much less expenditure of the public trea- 
sure. The committee ask tobe discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition. 


The report was laid on the table and ordered to 





adopted, (he said), by a most respectable meeting 


be printed. 
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cl the oa tater: from the committee on the judi-] 12. Because the treasury was said not to eae et one route was temporary, and to resist ex- 
its pre. oui to ¥ ferred the joint resolu- |to meetithe ordinary current expenditures of the | tortion. : 
retary a, the, cenate yore oy for the distribution eovett oa. and how oe it tee this aw ppg oe a bate cone oN ie | se ee 
HOD | a rl | ? oan would have to be increased. rejyecte P Se a 
si | of me y Ged ch oevdmaat lin selaien fo rhe MS Wickes the "couttealnn, when they made | fice, so had Mr. Van rt ph been three times reject- 
vik sam , Re, bil . “y ked only to the receipts of the | ed for the presidency of the union. ale 
“turerg number Of copies) -wwaich, Was concurred.ta. 8 ates, ‘oir socal ; and, if + nm were in- 16. It is no more than fair, even on the principle 
ln The -emenamentiwan ordered: to be a lt 6) bes per gt Id Vai - they never looked | that the post office is to be kept independent of the 
ASsage d the bill having been ordered to a third reading | sufficient, they could not complain; they setenv sbolidlabee this eeatiailice 
A ie tis read a third time and passed. to the treasury for their pay. treasury, that the treasury § pe 
OF aati of M Tillinghast, the house resolv-| 14. Because the only control congress has over | this half million, because the treasury has hereto- 
a aif int ? nitte of the whole on the state | the postmaster general is to limit his revenues. fore received from the post office over a million. 
Were ed itself into Cer. Ep it, of Vermont, in the| 15. Because $150,000 had already been appro-| 17. What evidence is there of a disposition to 
ed th of ae yee, (dar. Everett, “ priated to the post office in Washington. raise a high tariff, because gentlemen plead that the 
icons chair): ; j us ts allowed to postmasters | governinent should pay an honest debt? 
ping ve poeseee +=‘ ee oe dine TEA a f * sits OF i nked documents stoointed to . 18. The mail contractors’ contracts are made with 
coun. the joint resolution providing for the distribution | for the delivery of franked d any age aaa 
Suffer " the digest of patents. i $200,000 a year, and sometimes brought the depart- | the government, mereions me government is boun 
> from 0 Mr. Briggs moved that the committee take up| ment in debt to a post office instead of the post ye pay the gat if the department cannot, the 
Dmlin. bill making appropriations for the: post office | office to the department. reasury must, 
rayin the rtment 8 °P The bill was advocated— I'he committee then rose (for want of a quorum). 
North oer "Gilmer moved that the comraittee take up| 1: On the ground that this money was a govern- | and, at a little after 3 o’clock, the.house adjourned, 
“ er ; h- t debt, undeniably due Wednesday, Aug. 25. On leave given, Mr. Par- 
the bill providing for placing the statue of Wash- | men , undeniably due. . stan of tt doterk ‘ 
others, jngton in the rotundo of the capitol. } 2. That the constitution knew no difference be- | menter preseated the peti res : : soot ar nt 
The motion of Mr. Briggs having prevailed, the | tween public debts, whether due from one depart- reg nt cee Sn a . : yo “ag ev 
& Co, committee proceeded to the consideration of house | ment or another. use + C “Ww. We sd aa othe es f Ashe Me. e] 
Shany pill No: 30 to make appropriations for the post office| 3. Thatit'made no difference tu what contrac-} tion of ©. W. Wood and oluers, y, Mass 
Vania, department. The bill having been read, Mr. Briggs | tors might have looked as their security, the go- | chusetts, for the Pe lg aaa md OS gai ration 
e clay explained the condition of the department, and the | vernment was bound for every debt justly and = in bs Rein otaene OB RS eferred to the com- 
necessity with reference to it, of granting this ap- | perly contracted by any one of its authorised agents. | mittee = se net oY oh Is 
owing riation, upwards of two hundred and sixty-! 4. Because the eontractors were suffering for The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
pbb: coo dollars of which had fallen due prior | want ofthe money they had earned—their stock, 1 Win. W. Seaton, esq. mayor of the city of Wash- 
ted to to and within the quarter ending March 31st, be- | some cases, having been detached, in others under | ington, communicating a copy of the proceedings 
ade b seg ne ae 2 he d ti and, in some cases, actually sold. of a large and highly respectable meeting of citi- 
y yond any means in the department to meet the de- | execution, , ? eg ive of th wa Pan da cuieeseihh 
to the mand 5. Because the contractors had ereeeees _ eas ——, of the a a te we : ay 
castle i a : ; . ster! j isch of their contracts, e Jate riotous proceedings of a few disorde 
. ssed | nee in the | zeal and fidelity in the discharge t 
Ee Sg wy ~ fata Beas dlassethunatte, (Mr. } and great forbearaiite and patience under unmerit- | persons, most of them presumed to be non-residents, 
>Widg “e 5 d suffering. and of the outrage on the feelings of the president 
Briggs). That gentleman had made out a clear | ed embarrassment and suffering 534 te ale taa Toate & ' ; r his veieeth 
case of justice and necessity. In reply to the arguments on the other side, it| of the United States on the occasion of his ca “on 
; re Mr. G. offered the following amendment, to come | was contended— _ {of the bank bill. T’hese proceedings are signed by 
of a in at the end of the bill. 1, That Mr. Granger was not answerable for this | the highly respectable committee appointed by the 
Ly the “Provided, That the money hereby appropriated | debt, it having been due before he came into office. | meeting for the purpose of making Known its views 
HL ap- shall be accounted for by the post office depart-| 2. That the debt could be known and was known and wishes to the president and pes mg — of 
sag ment hereafter, when the condition of its funds shall | very nearly, notwithstanding all the returns were SeneTo, «sol gt er eenee “ ~ ~~ e 
fered permit; to be refunded into the treasury, or de- | not actually in. : meet, SCE » "D> Va, Ness os alhan 
ducted from any sums which the post office de-| 3. That the report rested in part on the respon- fowson and John P. Van Ness, esqs. 1€ pro- 
2 and partment may heretofore have paid into the treasu- | sibility of Mr. Whittlesy, the auditor general of ceedings were referred to the committee for the Dis- 
lency ry.” the post office department, whose accuracy, in- | trict of Columbia. 
SIP, The debate was continued by Messrs. Roosevelt, | dustry and fidelity were above all doubt or suspi-| On motion of Mr. Briggs, the house again resolv- 
week , . | ej ed itself into comnittee of the whole on the state of 
J. G. Floyd, Saltonstall, Cave Johnson, Dawson, of | cion. : ] ‘ , 
Mg Georgia, Chittenden, Tillinghast, Clifford, Morgan,| 4. That Mr. Granger’s conduct in removals or the union, (Mr. Everet!, of Vermont, in the chair), 
Me Hopkins, Bidlack, Browne, Briggs and Campbell, | appointments had nothing to do with the debts of | on the bill making appropriations for the post office 
nd The arguments employed by the gentlemen on | the government or the rights of its creditors. department. : : 
Milli- both sides were very similar, and may be generally | 5. That Mr. Granger did no more than his duty| ‘The pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
stated as follows: in removing improper incumbents. Gilmer to amend the bill by making it the duty of the 
i The bill was opposed— 6. That Ris rule in removals had been to remove | department to refund the money to the treasury. 
ered 1. Because it introduced a new principle, or at | those only who had prostituted their offices to poli-| _ Messrs. Cary, Steenrod, Hopkins, Littlefield and 
4 least a new practice into the government, viz: pay- | tical purposes, and made themselves busy partisaus | Gordon, made some remarks, when 
es of ing the debts of the post office department out of at elections. Mr, 4rnold took the floor, and addressed the com- 
bled the general treasury of the government, instead of| 7. That while some complained of the number} mittee during an hour, in a speech upon the gene- 
d he keeping it separate, causing its receipts to meet its | removed, more persons complained that so many | ral political condition of parties, upon the political 
ami- expenditures; when they were redundant, extending | violent partisans were still retained in office. (Go-| topics which had been introduced in the debate, 
able mail facilities; and when they were deficient, cur- | vernor Marcy for one). and in reply to the remarks of Mr. Cave Johnson 
a for tailing mail facilities. §. That there was no more reason the post office | and other members who had preceded hii. : 
stern 2. Because it assumed the existence of a debt | department should be kept independent of thetrea-| Mr. Stanly replied to Mr. Arnold, and in opposi- 
ator which was not, and could not be authentically stat- | sury than that the navy department or the war de- | tion to the course pursued by Mr. Boits. ‘ 
. ed, inasmuch as there had not been time to receive | partment should. And congress might as well re-| Mr. Botts followed in explanation, and replied to 
Tae the necessary returns in relation tothe payment of | fase to appropriate for the navy department be- | the rewarks of Mr. Stanly. 
nie drafts on postmasters. cause it did not take prizes enough to support its The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
| the 3. Because the estimates on which the bill was | own expenses, or for the war department because it Proffit, Dawson and Briggs. 
founded included $150,000 to be retained in the de- | did not conquer territory enough to pay for its own | Mr. McKay then proposed the following modified 
blic partment as a fund to meet contingencies; and it | expenses. “ig foe as an amendment of the gentleman trom 
ort: was wrong to drain the treasury to place sucha| 9. Because, when the constitution gave a power | Virginia, (Mr. Gilmer). 
nds tund at the disposal of the postmaster general. to congress to establish post offices and post roads,} ‘‘Ihat the president of the United States be, and 
ne. 4, Because the postmaster general ciffered in | it impliedly required congress to do so. And, if con- | he is hereby, authorised, in case it is necessary to 
ngs opinion from the president, and ought to resign. | gress did so, it must pay whatever it cost tu estab- | enable the post office department to meet its pre- 
the 5. Because he was incompetent to his office. lish and to keep them up. é sent engagements and pay its debts, to cause a sum 
ea- 6. Because he had three times been rejected by] 10. Because the insufficiency of its revenues no | not exceeding three hundred and forty-seven thou- 
on- the people of his own state. more discharged congress from this duty than would | sand dollars of the money which may be borrowed 
eof 7. Because he had stopped a Sunday mail be- | the insufficiency of court fees discharge congress | in execution of the act entitled ‘an act authorising a 
tis- tween New York and Boston, which looked like an | from the duty of establishing courts inferior to the | loan not exceeding the sum of twelve millions of 
ym - attempt to introduce a system which had once be- | supreme court, and providing for the administration | dollars,’ approved July 2ist, 1841, to be applied to 
ant fore been pressed by a certain portion of the com- | of justice to the people. the use of such department for the purposes afore- 
the munity, and utterly rejected and put down by pub-| 11. Because the number of unpaid mail contrac- | said, and to be reimbursable out of the accruing 
ted lic opinion. tors was very large, being over 400: and the amount | funds of the department; the said money to be ac- 
are 8. Because he had carried out a system of pro-|due them not less than $497,607, ($30,000 due to | counted for in the manner prescribed in the second 
ble scription in the removal of postmasters, contrary to | one contractor). section of the ‘act to change the organization of the 
| of whig professions and promises before the election.| 12. Because the credit of the government was the | post office department, and to provide more effec- 
tee One postmaster had been appointed because his re- | honor of the country, and it was disgraceful that tually for the settlement of the accounts thereof, 
ib- commendations stated that he was “a steamboat in| men who had faithfully served the public shoald be | passed, July 2, 1841. ; , 
ins politics.” ruined by the refusal of government to pay them; Mr. McK. trusted, he said, that the separation 
le- 9. Because, by a proper economy, the whole of | their just dues. which had existed for twenty years between the 
Di- the present debt might be paid off, as Amos Kendall} 13. Because to refuse to pay the debt of a de- | funds of the post office department and the funds of 
yn- had paid off a debt of $800,000 entailed upon him | partment because members of congress had a per- | the general treasury would still be preserved. And 
an by Mr. Barry. sonal dislike or other objection to the person at/it could only be preserved by the adoption of this 
ZS, 10. Because Amos Kendall was the best post- | the head of the department, was not only opendis-|amendment. se 
yd, master general the country had ever seen since the | honesty, but it was introducing a revolutionary! Mr. Driggs briefly opposed the proposition. 
a foundation of the government, and had been remov- | principle, which, if pursued, would destroy the go-| The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
he ed to make way for the present incumbent. vernment. ' Payne, C. Brown, James, of Penn. Cushing, Mar- 
11. Because, if this debt was once paidout of the} 14. As to the discontinuance of a single Sunday | shall and Wise, when Mr. Andrews moved that the 
to treasury, it would introduce a precedent which | mail route, the whole of them had been disconti- | committee rise; which motion prevailing the com- 
would eventually be followed, and would lead to; nued by Mr. Niles, a postmaster-general of the | mittee rose and reported progress. — 
great waste and extravagance. gentleman’s own politics. The discontinuance of] And, at a late hour, the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE, 
3BBED... ‘The Danville branch cf the Farmers’ 
bank of V ini wns robbed on the night of the 2ist 
or 22d, and $92,136 abstracted—of which, however, 
$72,135 were in notes mutulated and marked ‘‘eancel- 


led.” A reward of $5,000 has been offered for the de- 
tection of the robbers and recovery of the money. 


‘Tre Banxrurr. Law. The number of signers to 
petitions, circulated in the state of New York alone, for 
a general bankrupt law, is as follows: iy, 29,912; 
country 32,284—total 62,196. [N. Y. Exp. 


Breet paPer. Paper has been made in England of 
the pulp of the beet after the saccharine matter has 
been extracted for making sugar. Only the coarser 
kinds of paper have yet been attempted, but so far the 
experiment has been successful, and a patent has been 
taken out for the process. 


Bouquet. The Paris correspondent of the National 
Intelligencer wy tat reconnoitered yesterday, a con- 
vocation of the laundresses of the numerous garrison 
of Versailles—scourers of the bed-linen, as they are fa- 
miliarly called. They were in their professional dis- 
habille, and numbered some eighty or a handred. The 
whole American union could not have furnished such 
a bouquet of civilization, (if I may be allowed a violent 
metaphor); and imposing as they were, I found them 
less remarkable as specimens than the larger horde of 


female scavengers whom I have seen collected near the 
Hotel de Ville in Paris.” 


Brean sturr. With reference to the unfavorable 
ew sects for the harvest in the north of Europe, an 
Unglish paper received by the last arrival, caicu- 
jates that one day’s consumption of grain in France 
is equal to the freight of 175 vessels of 100 tons each. 

That a day’s consumption of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland would freight 145 vessels 
of the same burden. 

That thus it would require 320 vessels of 100 tons each, 
to convey to England and France a single day’s supply 
of grain or flour. 

Taking the value of these articles at £16 sterlin 
or 400 francs, the ton, a day’s consumption would 
cost 12,800,000 francs, rather more than half a mil- 
lion of pounds sterling, or near two millions and a half 
dollars. 

In 1817, Great Britain imported supplies for 36 days. 
In 1818, for 73 days. In 1819, for 26 days. 

LN. Y. Cour. 


CoLonizaTion sociery. From the 12th of May to 
the 12th of August,the contributions to the New York 
Colonization society were $3,712 30. 


ConeressionaL. The land distribution and gencrai 
pre-emption bill, which passed the house of representa- 
tives some time since, was amended in the senate by 
providing that the law should cease to operate when- 
ever congress should lay a duty of more than 20 per 
cent. ad valorum upon imported articles—thus connect- 
ing this bill with the compromise act. In this form the 
bill passed the senate on the 26th inst. ayes 28, nays 
22. The decision was strictly a party vote, except 
that Mr. Preston, of S. C. voted in the negative. ‘The 
bill is returned to the house for their decision upon the 
amendment. 

The bill making an appropriation for the relief of the 
post office departinent, passed the house on the 26th, 
ayes 126, nays 45, 

The bill makinz an appropriation to defray the ex- 
penees of the funeral of the late president Wm. Henry 
Harrison, passed by a vote of 128 to 28—and the bill 
relative to placing the statute of Washington in the ro- 
tunda passed without a division. 

The bill for establishing a fiseal corporation, reported 
in the house of representatives by Mr. Sergeant, as a 
substitute for the fiscal bank bill which was vetoed by 
the president, passed the house on the 23d, and is new 
befvre the senate. 


Deatus in New York ducing the last week, there 
were 224 deaths, whizh is more than in any week this 
year. Jn Baltimore 70, of whom 36 were under 2years, 
16 were free colored and 5 slaves. ; 

Amongst the obituaries of the week we notice that of 
the hon. Gideon Lee, late representative in congress 
who died at his residence in Genava, N. Y. on the 
2Qist inst. 

David Williams, esq. died at Elizabethtown, N. J. on 
the Ist inst. in his 84th year. Mr. W. was —_ 
during the whole of the revolutionary war, and was 

resent at the battles of Long Island and Monmouth. 
He received a pension from government. 

Henry Brevoort, one of the richest men in New York, 
died in that c:ty on Sunday last, aged nearly 100 years. 
He is thought to have been worth more than $2,000,000, 
He was originally a market gardener, and many years 
ago purchased for about $500 a small strip of land, 
which was then looked upon as being in the country. 
It is now the very centre of business in New York, 
and of course has increased immensely in value. He 
held it until his death. 

The New Orleans board of health, under date of 
17th instant, announce the increase of yellow fever in 
that city, and that eight deaths had occurred by it since 
the 14h” 


THE DISPUTED TERRITORY. ‘Two companics of U. 
States truops are on their way to the disputed territory 
to relieve the civil posse maintained there at the joint 
expense of Maine and Massachusetts. ‘These will be 
the first government soldiers that have been there since 
the dispute commenced. 











Exzctions. It was stated in the 
the congressional _ in Lilinois 
choice of two Van. n and one 


angen from later accounts that two whi 


j have been 
elected from that state. Mr. Casey beats his opponent 
200 votes. 


In Tennessee unofficial returns from all the counties 


Register that 
ad res ted in the 
membDer. It 


but two, give for — Jones, > age 50,962, Polk, 
(V. B), 47,527—whig majority 3,437. aie) 

For the legislature the whigs gain two senatorial dis- 
tricts and lose one, which will ma next senate 


consist of 13 Van Buren and 12.whi hat is counting 
Mr. Turney for Van Buren. For house the whigs 
gain six and lose none—which gives them 39 to. 36 Van 

uren in the popular branch, and makes a majority of 


two whigs on joint ballot. 
of the 


Exr.osion at Syracuse,N.Y. On Hip mig 
20th inst. a fire broke out in a carpenter’s shop near 
the Oswego canal, and whilst the crowd of people were 
surrounding and endeavoring to extinguish it, 28 kegs 
of powder which were concealed there against the laws 
of the corporation and without the knowledge of the 
people, , spreading death and destruction 
around, ‘I‘hirty persons were killed and about fifty 
wounded, of whom several have since died. 


Facrory erris. The factory girls of Lowell had in 
deposit in the Savings bank, up to July of last year, 
upwards of $305,000. "The whole number of depositors 


were 978. It is a common thing for one girl to have 
$500 in deposit. ‘ 


F’Lour. On the reception of the last news from Eng- 
land, flour advanced in the New York market to $6 75 
for good brands, and at other ports in proportion. 


Gen. J. Hartan. Among the passengers recently 
from Havre, by the packet Sylvie de Grasse, is general 
J. Harlan, of Philadelphia, who returns to his native 
city after an absence of nearly twenty yonite princi- 
pally passed in India and Central Asia, during which 
period he successively served as surgeon in the honor- 
able East India company’s service, in the Burmese war, 
the civil and military service, of his highness the Maha 
Rajah Rungeet Tyng, prince of Lahore, including the 
government of the province Guzerath; and, lastly, 
aid-de-camp general to Dost Mahomed, kaen of Ca- 
bul; besides extensive peregrinations in the most inte- 
resting and less frequented parts of Central Asia, in- 
cluding a year’s residence in and about the plains of 
the Oreus. _ It has fallen to the lot of few men to en- 
counter such numerous and romantic adventures. It 
is to be hoped that he will, without delay, favor the 
public with his personal narrative. [U. 8S, Gaz. 


Hosritaus. ‘There are 1,326 hopitals in France 
which minister to 152,820 indigent persons per annum, 


ILuinois rRON. An extensive bed of iron ore, said 
to be of the best quality, has recently been found on 
Big creek, Hardin county, Illinois, within five miles of 
the Ohio riyer. The Sangamo Journal states that 
works have been erected, and that within the past 
year four or five hundred tons of pig metal, and: be- 
tween one hundred and fifty and two hundred tons of 
castings have been sold from them. 


Importations. The N. York Express says: The 
packets from England are bringing comparatively 
large cargoes of dry goods; and but few heavy pack- 
ages. ‘ ‘here is every prospect that the fall supply of 
dry goods will be large and well assorted. The pack- 
age auction sales have not commenced; it is therefore 
impossible to say how goods will pay. One thing is 
certain, the government will derive a pretty large .re- 
venue, much larger than was expected a few months 
since. 


Jews. By late returns, the number of Jews, through- 
out all Russia, is found to be 1,054,349, In Poland, 
there are 111,307. In the city of Warsaw, they form 
one-fourth of tlhe whole population. 


LUMBER TRADE. The cuantity of lumber which has 
been brought to market from the forests in the state of 
Maine is estimated, in the Portland Advertiser, to be 
one hundred and sixty millions of feet, which on an 
average is worth $10 per thousand feet, and yielded 
$1,600,000. ‘This quantity was received froin the Pe- 
nobscot, Kennebec and Androscoggin rivers. It is 
added that the other rivers in thestate yielded sixty-five 
millions more, which will make the aggregate product 
of the year $2,250,000, 


_ McLzop. ‘The term of the court at which the trial 
is to take place commences on the 27th Sept. at Utica. 


Prince pe Jornvitte. The French frigate La Belle 
Poule, of sixty guns, commanded by the prince de 
Joinville, and ihe corvette Le Cassard, of twenty guns, 
capt. Lugeal, are hourly expected at New York, trom 
Newfoundland. ‘The prince is now in command of 
the F’rench naval station at the latter place. 


RAIL ROAD SPEED. An instance of the amazing ra- 
pidity with which communication can now be affected 
through the medium of rail roads was afforded recent- 
ly in England. A special train was despatched from 
Birmingham to London, on election business, at 12 P. 
M. ‘calling in. its course at seven intermediate stations, 
and suffering delay altogether of fourteen minutes), 
and arrived at Easton station at eleven minutes past 
three A. M. thus performing the distance of 112 1-2 
miles, exciusive of stoppages, in two hours and fifty- 
seven minutes! 


SreamBoaT pisasteR. The New Orleans Courier 
has the following letter from an officer of the United 


END OF VOLUME SIXTY, 


oe 
i 


States army, dated steamer Louisiana, Poin 
Agnes 13, 1841. 
ir: I send you a hasty report of the loss sustained 
by our regiment and the steamer, from the explosion of 
yesterday evening, for which I refer you to the letter of 
ood teed the FP yenne ke 
- “A” company—I1 musician an ivates scaldcd: 
private Wilson killed; Vandyke suisaili: ee, 
5. “D’? company—Sergeant Ladd, corporal Connelly; 
privates, Paxson, Hyland and Harris, missing. 
1, “B” company, one private missing. 
2. “G” company, privates Townley and Mallory, mis. 
sing. | 
5, “H” company, | musician,2 privates missing, and 
" 2 set re inaie 
. “K” company, musician post, and privates Wei 
and Wallack missing, and 2privatestealded. |” 


13 total, killed 1, missing 15, scalded 7. 


——_ of the steamer, 3 missing, 2 dead, and 4 scalq- 
e . 


— 
t Coupee, 


32 in all. Aggregate 3 dead, 11 scalded, and 18 mis- 
sing. 


STEAM TOWBOAT EXPLOSION. ‘The towboat Swan, 
captain Lambert, while coming up the Mississippi river 
on Monuay evening, 16th instant, having in tow brig 
Heber and schooner Alexander Washington, when op- 
posite Villere’s plantation, fifteen miles below New Oc- 
eans, burst her starboard boiler, by which accident 
four persons were killed and a large number wound- 
ed. One boiler was thrown upwards and the greater 
ea of it lodged on the hurricane roof, and the outside 
boiler was forced over the schooner along side and lost 
in the river. 


Trrtes. The emperor of Russia has assumed the 
title of “defender of the Christians of the east.” 

The Christians of the west will have to get on as they 
can as yet without his protection. 


Tomato Fics. As the season for the maturity of 
that valuable and favorite vegetable, the tomato, is 
at hand, the following publication for the preserva- 
emi of it in a new form will prove generally accepta- 
ble: 

Hon. J. S. Skinner. Take six pounds of sugar to 
one peck (or 16 lbs.) of the iruit. Seald and remove 
the skin of the fruit in the usual way. Cook them over 
a fire, their own juice being sufficient without the ad- 
dition of water, until the sugar penetrates and they are 
clarified. ‘They are then taken out, spread on dishes, 
flattened and dried inthesun. A smaliquantity of the 
syrup should be Scesecneny sprinkled over them whilst 
drying; after which, pack them down in boxes, treating 
each Taver with powdered sugar. The syrup is at- 
terwards concentrated and bottled for usé. They 
keep well from year to year, and retain surprisingly 
their flavor, which is nearly that of the best quality of 
tresh figs. The pear shaped on single tomatoes answer 
the purpose best. Ordinary brown sugar may be used, 
a large portion of which is retained in the syrup. 

[Amer. Farmer. 


_. Srocxs have declined, U.S. bank stock has gone 
“down to 11a12; Indiana bonds 56}. 


Urica anp ScnENECTADY RAIL ROAD. The Schenec- 
tady Reflector says—‘““This road commenced opera- 
tions with the month of August, 1836, from which time 
up to the Ist of August, 1841, making a period of five 
years. Within that time the company’s locomotive 
engines have made about 1,870 trips across the road 
annually, or in other words, have run on an. average, 
about 150,000 miles a year, and within the period of 
five years 750,000 miles. Within the same period they 
have carried 434,893 passengers over the whole length 
of their road, and 376,695 between intermediate points; 
making, in the aggregate, 811,589 passengers whvu 
have been transported on that road within five years. 
Within this five years during which 811,589 passengers 
have been conveyed on that read, no accident, (with 
but one exception, in 1836, when two passengers were 
slightly hurt), has ever occurred, by which any pas- 
senger was injured; and no serious injury with but one 
exception, has ever occurred to any of the men employed 
on the engines or train. Within the same period of 
five years, during which the locomotive engines have 
made, on an average, 1,870 tripes aunually, they have 
never failed to make any one trip, have never but once 
been six hours behind their time, and, with four or five 
exceptions, have never been three hours behind their 
time, althongh snows have covered the track chree fect 
deep, and floods have carried off and fire burnt up 
bridges. ‘There is no line of public conveyance on the 
face of the globe, not even excepting the Hudson river 
steamboats, that can show a greater degree of regula- 
rity, punctuality and safety in the transportation of so 
great a number of passengers, than the Utica and She- 
nectady rail road, and certainly no rail road that can 
at al! compete with it. This most complete and. gratify- 
ing success is owing to the care, attention and skill of 
Wm. C. Young, superiniendent and engineer, and of 
David Mathews, superintendent of the motive power on 
that road.” 


Wueat. A correspondent of the New York Com- 
mercial says: “The county of Niagara, I was surpris- 
ed to learn, will furnish during the present year 450,000 
to 500,000 surplus bushels of wheat, which will realize 
half a million ot dollars; and en my wiih its ex- 
tensive flouring mills, will be the market for the greater 





part.” 
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